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Pandemic Fingers

It began right as the February Session meeting was winding
down. | was sitting in my pandemic office, normally known as the
kitchen table, when my wife comes into the room with a look of
sheer terror upon her face. She whispered, “Are you almost done?
You are going to be so mad at what | have done.” | played it cool
on Zoom for the next 5 minutes in front of our Session, but my
mind was consumed with this disturbing tease. What had Braegan
done, and why would it reduce me to madness?

After the closing prayer, | quickly left the Zoom room and
made my way to the backyard, fearful and curious about what |
would find. “What happened?” | asked. “Well, you know it
involved the dog...” My wife replied. | figured. Our dog, a
wonderful specimen of God’s creation, is what you might call
rambunctious, and he will put anything, ANYTHING in his mouth
that he can clasp with those canines. On this warm, February
afternoon it was a large acorn, and rather than allow him to
digest this treasure, Braegan extracted said acorn in name of
canine constitution and proceeded to fling that acorn into the
conclave of azalea bushes that litter our backyard. “As | threw the
acorn, | saw the bling as it flew off my finger...” She recounted in
horror. Braegan saved the dog's bowels but lost her engagement
ring and her wedding band.

Because her initial proclamation had leveled so many horrors
in my head, | was actually relieved she'd only lost the mere
symbol of our love. It was Sunday afternoon, during a pandemic,
what else did | have to do? Let’s go on a treasure hunt! And that’s
what we did... for the next several hours we sifted through fallen
leaves and other debris. | even pulled out the metal detector from
the basement- a Christmas gift from 15 years ago that honestly
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had never gotten a proper use. Here was its chance. Alas, though,
there was no beeping and there was no bling. Braegan worried
that a squirrel would mistake it for a nut.

Thankfully, we did what any other child of the tech age does
when they get into a pickle. We Googled “Ring Finder Atlanta” and
sure enough, such a person exists. We called him on the phone, “If
it's there I'll find it.” He confidently declared. “I charge $40 to
come out, and if | find it, | let you name the finder's fee.” “That’s
a deal.” | exclaimed. He came out two days later, found the ring in
10 minutes, and talked for the next 60. If you ever lose a ring and
want to hear stories of going on the road with Willie Nelson, I've

got your guy.

After our eccentric ring finder left, Braegan sheepishly said, “I
think it's past time | got these rings resized.” | am not going to
tell you what I replied. After delivering the elbow to my stomach,
she wondered, “I don't know why it doesn’t fit when it fit 10 years
ago.”

The jeweler knew the answer. After we shared our story, she
remarked what they are seeing throughout the industry, “We've
noticed it for the last 30-40 years. Our fingers are slimming
down. We think it's due to how much we use our fingers tickling
keyboards and sending texts.”

That's when it made sense. This has been our life for the past
year and even beyond. But especially this year. Our fingers have
been our gateway to the outside world. Our fingers have been
what has connected us as the body of Christ. They have crafted
prayers, assured loved ones we were okay, lamented with loved
ones in their grief. Our fingers have had to work tirelessly while
the rest of us remained distant. No wonder they slimmed down
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this past year while we Googled new baking recipes. They
facilitated the comfort we desperately sought.

| would invite you to look down at those 10 digits and offer
them a bit of gratitude. Perhaps a soothing moment under warm,
running water, or dig them into gentle sand. Let them know that
we recognize they have been our frontline to feeling human, and
that through their work we have drawn closer to the imago dei,
the image of God, and that’s worth more than any bling.

Grace and Peace,

Barrett

Summary of the Stated Meeting of the Session
Sunday, March 21, 2021

Rev. Abernethy called the meeting to order and opened with
prayer at 1:35 pm. The Session continues to meet using Zoom
video conferencing. All but one elder was present along with both
pastors.

Announcements/Reminders:

The church’s ministry teams soon will begin updating their
Descriptions of Duties and Responsibilities. Beginning with the
April Session Meeting, we will begin a monthly review of the
description of responsibilities for each ministry team with the
purpose of 1) making sure Session members are familiar with the
work of the various ministry teams and 2) updating the ministry
team “job descriptions.” Each ministry team will get feedback
from the Session and will use this information as they work on
the updates.
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There will be a called Session meeting on April 18" at 10:30 for
the purpose of receiving new members.

Committee Reports and Business:

Various ministry teams gave reports including Christian Education
which announced the start of the new children’s curriculum, Godly
Play, that takes place during the outdoor worship services. The

children gather on the patio with adult leader, Braegan Abernethy.

The Finance/Administration ministry team announced that
February giving was on track compared to February giving in
recent years.

The Outreach ministry team reported that gifts to the COVID
Pandemic Fund through the Foundation are down right now but
expected to pick-up in the coming months. The New Church
Development Commission (NCDC) is one of our ministry partners
receiving funds from our COVID Fund. NCDC reports that 100
families have been supported through the efforts of MVPC.

The Witness Ministry Team is designing and purchasing additional
signage to make the community aware of Easter services. The
staff is exploring additional ways of sharing our services online to
an even broader range of people.

The Youth Ministry Team has mapped out a range of plans for
youth activities through June.

The Session approved expansion of our worship services from the
current limit of 125 participants to a maximum of 175 participants
effective immediately. In addition, approval was given to set-up
the 14 Stations of the Cross in the sanctuary on Good Friday.
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Attendees will be able to walk through the stations with staff
supervision in a “non-touch” worship opportunity. Social
distancing and masks will be required, of course.

Family Promise was approved by Session to use the MVPC campus
for the usual two weeks this summer which will be staffed by
MVPC and B'Nai Torah, plus an additional week that will be staffed
by members of another church. Beginning in August, Family
Promise is scheduled to resume its normal rotation among various
churches.

Finally, the Session discussed use of our campus by various outside
groups. The following decisions were made: 1) MVPC church
groups may expand from the current 15 to 25 participants
continuing to follow already established safety precautions, 2)
allow Alcoholics Anonymous to meet outdoors on our campus, and
3) have staff explore liability issues related to use of the campus
by outside groups, especially related to use of indoor spaces.

Rev. Toney-Schmitt announced that his wife, Christina, is now
working for the New Church Development Commission in the role
of Development Director.

Rev. Abernethy has had discussions with Columbia Seminary
regarding the possibilities of hosting an intern as early as this
summer or fall.

April outdoor worship services will be on April 4™ (Easter) and
April 18™, The Worship Ministry Team is considering the possibility
of expanding the number of outdoor services beginning in May.

Rev. Abernethy closed the meeting with prayer.

The Session will continue to conduct business using Zoom video
conferencing. The next meeting will be on April 18" and will begin

at 1:00 pm.
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Children’s Ministry
Our children’s ministry at MVPC continues to gather digitally and in
-person. See the many ways we've gathered this month, as well as
the activities on the horizon!

Each Monday we host a 20-25 minute Preschool Zoom Get
Together of fun songs and Christian lessons. This past March we
made prayer chains and added links each time we met! These get
togethers are open to any young friend who would like to join and
often brings together friends from across the country. Please invite
your friends and relatives! You can contact the leader of this group,
Carrie Southard (tkscns@bellsouth.net), to receive the Zoom link.

We had a lot going on this past March as we made art for our elder
members, made sandwiches for Clifton Sanctuary Ministries, and
kicked off our Godly Play ministry during the 11am worship service.
Our 4™ grade girls were a huge help in making Easter cards for our
elder members, and our younger children got in on the artistic
decoration as well. There are more cards to make in April, this time
a bundle of Birthday cards for the International Women'’s Shelter.

We will host our next Godly Play Lesson on April 18 during the 11am
outdoor worship. Godly Play lessons lead children through the Bible
with interactive storytelling, wonder-based questions, and craft
activities. To participate in these lessons, please register your family
for the April 18 outdoor worship service and make a note on Signup
Genius that your child will participate in Godly Play. All the children
will sit with their family at the start of outdoor worship, then will
leave for the picnic area beside the Fellowship Hall about 10
minutes into the service. Godly Play will wrap up when the outdoor
service concludes. Please contact Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
(isaac@mvpchurch.org) or Carrie Southard
(carriensouth@gmail.com) if you would like more information or
would like to join!
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Time to Sign-up for Small Groups!

Small groups begin Sunday, April 11t" for those groups that will
meet on Sundays, and Monday the 12t for the group meeting at
Mount Vernon Towers. Sign-up before and after outdoor worship
service on March 215t and March 28t or by emailing David Hill at
david.hill321@comcast.net. A brochure describing the variety of
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