
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Outdoor Order of  Worship ✥ 90.5 FM
May 2nd, 2021 ✥ 11:00 AM
Fifth Sunday of  Easter

— GATHERING—

Prelude “Arabesque No. 1” Ryan Sawyer
Claude Debussy (1862-1981)

Welcome & Announcements Rev. Barrett Abernethy

Prayer of  Invocation

† Call to Worship Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
We will give thanks to you, O Lord, with our whole heart;
We will tell of  all your marvelous works!
We will be glad and rejoice in you;
We will sing to your name, O Lord!
Those who know your name will put their trust in you,
For you never forsake those who seek you, O Lord.
Let us worship God!

Hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” Matthias Young
NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT
Now thank we all our God

With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done,

In whom this world rejoices;
Who, from our mothers’ arms
Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,

And still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,

With ever joyful hearts
And blessèd peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace,

And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills

In this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God,
Who reigns in highest heaven,

To Father and to Son
And Spirit now be given.
The one eternal God,

Whom earth and heaven adore,
The God who was, and is,
And shall be evermore.



† Prayer of  Confession Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt
Merciful God,
We confess that despite all the years we commit to learning and growing,
we still fall short.
Too quickly we give ourselves to knowing more, making more, and achieving more.
We let these goals blind us to your purposes around us and within us.
Forgive us, Lord, for putting ourselves before you.

Reveal to us a better way forward!
Fill us with dreams of  your kingdom,
with the restoration of  our communities,
and abundant love for our neighbors.

Be with us as we re-commit to learning and growing in you.
May your forgiveness dwell at the center of  our lives. Amen.

Assurance of  Pardon

Response “Alleluia” Matthias Young
VICTORY

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Passing of  the Peace (in a sacredly distant fashion)
...The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Senior Recognition
High School Graduates

Gill Christian
Child of John and Meg Christian, The Mount Vernon School

Bryce Cumming
Child of Ben and Lisa Cumming, The Mount Vernon School

Nicholas Peji
Child of Larry and Joyce Peji, The Mount Vernon School

Emma Plumly
Child of Chad and Patsy Plumly,North Springs High School

Ethan Ray
Child of Steve and Shelly Ray, The Mount Vernon School

Zack Van Putten
Child of Brent and Missy Van Putten, The Mount Vernon School

Charlie Hale
Child of Garrett and Jen Hale, The Mount Vernon School

Grace Sawyer
Child of Doug and Susan Sawyer, The Walker School

Jack Sims
Child of Wynn and Lane Sims, The Mount Vernon School



Post-Secondary Graduates
Sarah Northrop

Child of Bruce and Laura Northrop, Grandchild of Beverly Northrop,University of Georgia
Lucy Kilgore

Child of Sid and Amy Kilgore, Grandchild of Mary Kilgore, Samford University

— THEWORD—

Prayer for Illumination Rev. Barrett Abernethy

Scripture Judges 12:1-7
The men of Ephraim were called to arms, and they crossed to Zaphon and said to Jephthah, “Why did you
cross over to ght against the Ammonites, and did not call us to go with you? We will burn your house down
over you!” 2 Jephthah said to them, “My people and I were engaged in con ict with the Ammonites who
oppressed us severely. But when I called you, you did not deliver me from their hand. 3 When I saw that you
would not deliver me, I took my life in my hand, and crossed over against the Ammonites, and the Lord gave
them into my hand. Why then have you come up to me this day, to ght against me?” 4 Then Jephthah
gathered all the men of Gilead and fought with Ephraim; and the men of Gilead defeated Ephraim, because
they said, “You are fugitives from Ephraim, you Gileadites—in the heart of Ephraim and Manasseh.” 5 Then
the Gileadites took the fords of the Jordan against the Ephraimites. Whenever one of the fugitives of
Ephraim said, “Let me go over,” the men of Gilead would say to him, “Are you an Ephraimite?” When he
said, “No,” 6 they said to him, “Then say Shibboleth,” and he said, “Sibboleth,” for he could not pronounce
it right. Then they seized him and killed him at the fords of the Jordan. Forty-two thousand of the
Ephraimites fell at that time.

7 Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite died, and was buried in his town in Gilead.

Homily Shibboleth Sibboleth

Hymn “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” Matthias Young
RESIGNATION

My Shepherd will supply my need;
Jehovah is His Name:

In pastures fresh He makes me feed,
Beside the living stream.

He brings my wandering spirit back
When I forsake His ways,

And leads me, for His mercy’s sake,
In paths of truth and grace.

The sure provisions of my God
Attend me all my days;

O may Your house be my abode,
And all my work be praise.

There would I nd a settled rest,
While others go and come;

No more a stranger, or a guest,
But like a child at home.



— RESPONSE—

† A rmation of  Faith (The Apostles’ Creed) Rev. Barrett Abernethy
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, su ered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci ed, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.Amen.

The Sacrament of  the Lord’s Supper Rev. Abernethy & Rev. Toney-Schmitt
Invitation to the Table
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer Over the Elements & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory, forever. Amen.

Words of  Institution & Communion of  the People
Post Communion Prayer

— SENDING—

Song “Lord I Lift Your Name on High” Matthias Young
Lord I lift Your name on high
Lord I love to sing Your praises
I'm so glad You're in my life

I'm so glad You came to save us

You came from heaven to earth
To show the way

From the earth to the cross
My debt to pay

From the cross to the grave
From the grave to the sky

Lord I lift Your name on high

Benediction Rev. Barrett Abernethy

Postlude “Variations and Fugue on a Theme by Handel” Ryan Sawyer
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)



We thank you for worshipping with us today.
If you are so moved and would like to give a tithe or offering,

there are collection boxes on the table where you entered the courtyard.

Leading Today’s Worship Service
Rev. Barrett Abernethy: Pastor & Head of Sta

Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt:Associate Pastor of Faith Formation
Matthias Young:Director of Music
Ryan Sawyer:Organist Apprentice
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