
 MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
   Outdoor Order of Worship 
   Fifth Sunday in Lent 
   March 21st, 2021 

 
— GATHERING — 

 
Welcome & Announcements        Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

Prayer of Invocation    

Call to Worship              Rev. Barrett Abernethy 
One: Bring our stories, our experiences, our memories, and our dreams; 
All: Gather our neighbors, our family, our friends, and even our pets. 
One: Welcome the invitation to rest alongside one another and praise God’s goodness! 
All: Stir our hearts with God’s presence in this courtyard! 
One: Let us worship God! 

 
Morning Song      “Morning Has Broken” 

BUNESSAN 
Morning has broken Like the first morning, 
Blackbird has spoken Like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing Fresh from the Word! 

Sweet the rain’s new fall Sunlit from Heaven, 
Like the first dewfall On the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness Of the wet garden, 
Sprung in completeness Where God’s feet pass. 

Mine is the sunlight, Mine is the morning, 
Born of the one light Eden saw play. 

Praise with elation, Praise every morning, 
God’s re-creation Of the new day! 

 
Prayer of Confession    

(from Psalm 32: 3-5) 
While I kept silence, my body wasted away 

 through my groaning all day long.  
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of the summer. 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; 
I said, “ I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”  
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.  

Assurance of Pardon 
…Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
All: Thanks be to God!    



Response             “Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us” 
Kyrie 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Passing of the Peace  

(We invite you to greet one another in a sacredly-distant fashion. Children may go to Godly Play.) 
 

 
— THE WORD — 

 
Prayer for Illumination        Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 

Scripture                            Genesis 28:10-17    
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11 He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, 
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that 
place. 12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and 
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am 
the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you 
and to your offspring; 14 and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad 
to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed 
in you and in your offspring. 15 Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob 
woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” 17 And he was afraid, 
and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven.” 

 
Sermon                                 Dreaming    
 
Hymn                           “My Song Is Love Unknown” 

LOVE UNKNOWN 
My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be. 
O who am I That for my sake 

My Lord should take Frail flesh, and die? 

Sometimes they strew His way, And His sweet praises sing, 
Resounding all the way Hosannas to their King, 

Then “Crucify!” Is all their breath, 
And for His death They thirst and cry. 

Here might I stay and sing, No story so divine: 
Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my Friend, In whose sweet praise 
I all my days Could gladly spend. 

 
 
 
 



— RESPONSE — 
 
Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed)                           Rev. Barrett Abernethy   

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer    

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 
— SENDING — 

 
Hymn           “The Glory of These Forty Days” 

ERHALT UNS, HERR 
The glory of these forty days We celebrate with songs of praise; 

For Christ, by whom all things were made, Himself has fasted and has prayed. 

Alone and fasting Moses saw The loving God who gave the law; 
And to Elijah, fasting, came The steeds and chariots of flame. 

So Daniel trained his mystic sight, Delivered from the lions’ might; 
And John, the Bridegroom’s friend, became The herald of Messiah’s name. 

Then grant that we like them be true, Consumed in fast and prayer with You; 
Our spirits strengthen with Your grace, And give us joy to see Your face. 

 
Annual Meeting 

Benediction         Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
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