MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Online Order of Worship
Second Sunday After Christmas Day * Epiphany
January 3%, 2021

— GATHERING —

Welcome & Announcements Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt

Call to Worship & The Chalking of the Door

Lord Jesus, through your Incarnation and birth in true human form, you have made all the earth holy.
We now ask your blessing upon this simple gift of your creation—chalk. We use it as a tool to teach our
children, and they use it as a tool in their play and games. Now, with your blessing, may it become a tool
for us to mark the doors of our church home with the symbols of your wise servants who, so long ago,
came to worship and adore you in your first home.

Hymn “We Three Kings of Orient Are”
THREE KINGS OF ORIENT
We three kings of Orient are,
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.

Refrain
O star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright;
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light!

Frankincense to offer have I:
Incense owns a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, we are raising,

Worshipping God Most High. (zo refrain)

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (o refrain)

Prayer of Confession (By Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy)

Gracious God,
we would like to be among those who saw the coming of the Christ Child,
those who dropped all that they were doing
and traveled to worship the coming of God's love into this world.
We would like to be those who cared for God in infant vulnerability;
who tickled and cuddled and comforted the growing child,
that he might know love and safety.



And yet, merciful God,

we must recognize all the times we are more like Herod.
Whenever we, in our actions or in our inactions,

find our own need for control more compelling

than the needs of others for health and safety.
Whenever we cling to the security of our privilege,
rather than standing up for the rights of the oppressed.
Whenever we are complicit in the harming of innocents
for the sake of profit, or power,

or because we fear to know, and to change,

the injustices of this world.

Loving God,

we confess our sins against you and one another,

and pray that you will fill us with your light,

that we may live our lives as true disciples in your name,
without counting the cost.

In the name of Christ,

the one who showed us the way, we pray. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

One: ...Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel.
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.

Response “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past”
ST. ANNE
Our God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while life shall last,
And our eternal home.

— THE WORD —

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the
prophet:

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.”



7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over
the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.
11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Sermon Here €9 Now
Hymn “As With Gladness Men of Old”
DIX

As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most glorious Lord, may we
Evermore be led to Thee.

As they offered gifts most rare
At that manger rude and bare;
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King.

Holy Jesus, every day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And, when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last

Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.

— RESPONSE —

Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed)

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Table
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer Over the Elements & The Lord’s Prayer

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and

the glory, forever. Amen.

Words of Institution & Communion of the People
Post Communion Prayer

— SENDING —

Song “Light the Fire”
I'stand to praise you
But I fall to my knees
My spirit is willing
But my flesh is so weak

Refrain
So light the fire in my soul
Fan the flame make me whole
Lord you know where I've been
So light the fire in my heart again

I feel your arms around me
As the power of your healing begins
Your spirit runs through me
Like a mighty rushing wind (20 refrain)

Benediction



