
 MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
   Outdoor Order of Worship 
   Fourth Sunday of Advent 
   December 20th, 2020 

 
— GATHERING — 

 
Welcome & Announcements           Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

Prayer of Invocation 

Lighting of the Advent Candle                                               John, Meg, John Robert, Gill, & Kate Christian 
Advent is a time when the story begins anew. While the song of Simeon comes after the birth of 
Jesus, the song is a great epiphany of love to the redemptive king. Upon seeing Jesus, Simeon 
declares he is witnessing “a light for revelation to the Gentiles,” and “a salvation prepared for all 
peoples.” This song is a reminder that the darkness of division holds no place in our story, only 
love. 
We light this fourth and final candle in the spirit of love. 

 
Hymn          “Good Christians Friends, Rejoice” 

IN DULCI JUBILO 
Good Christian friends, rejoice  
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say:  
Jesus Christ is born today; 
Ox and ass before Him bow,  
And He is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today!  
Christ is born today! 

Good Christian friends, rejoice,  
With heart, and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss:  
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven's door, 
And we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this!  
Christ was born for this! 

Good Christian friends, rejoice,  
With heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave:  
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all,  
To gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save!  
Christ was born to save!   



Prayer of Confession             Rev. Barrett Abernethy 
Merciful God, we are quick to separate ourselves into spaces we can control. We try harder and work 
later and focus more intently. Unfortunately, we separate from you as well. Forgive us when our ears fail 
to hear your invitation through the roar of our plans. Forgive us when our eyes fail to see injustice 
beyond the computer screen. Forgive us when our focus distracts us from your amazing love. Bless us 
with the hope that you bring new life. Amen.  

 
Assurance of Pardon 
One: ...Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel. 
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 

 
Response                          “Glory to God” 

Gloria Patri 
Glory to God, Glory to God, 

Glory in the highest. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, 

Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
 

— THE WORD — 
 

Prayer for Illumination           Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

Scripture  Luke 2:29-32 
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
   according to your word; 
   for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
   a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 
 

Homily         Songs of Advent: The Song of Simeon 
 
Hymn                        “Away in a Manger” 

MUELLER 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there. 

 



— RESPONSE — 
 
Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed)         Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers of the People    

After each petition, the Pastor will say, “...Lord, In Your Mercy,” 
Respond with “Hear Our Prayer.” 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 
— SENDING — 

 
Hymn                        “Song of Simeon” 

Nunc Dimittis 
LAND OF REST 

Lord, bid Your servant go in peace, 
Your word is now fulfilled. 

These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn, 
This child so long foretold. 

This is the Savior of the world, 
The Gentiles’ promised light, 

God’s glory dwelling in our midst, 
The joy of Israel. 

 
Benediction & Offering             Rev. Barrett Abernethy 
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