
 MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
   Outdoor Order of Worship 
   Second Sunday of Advent 
   December 6th, 2020 

 
— GATHERING — 

 
Welcome & Announcements           Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

Prayer of Invocation 

Lighting of the Advent Candle                Ben, Lisa, Bryce, and Kyle Cumming 
Advent is a time when the days are short and the nights are long. That is why the song of Zechariah shines in 
this season. He declares that his son, John, will come before the one who will “give light to those who sit in 
darkness,” by sharing the knowledge of salvation to the people. As Christians, the ones who follow Christ, 
we believe that knowledge in him proclaims peace, and we believe it brightens the whole world. 
Let us celebrate this song by lighting the second candle with the peace of Christ. 

 
Hymn         “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

HYFRYDOL 
Come, Thou long expected Jesus, 

Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 

Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's Strength and Consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear Desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all sufficient merit 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 

Prayer of Confession         Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
Refining God, 
it is not easy for us to admit we are not a blameless people. 
We trust the promises of politicians, 
but have trouble believing the ones you have made. 
We find ourselves captive to emotions and lusts which stun us, 
but doubt you can save us. 
We prefer the shadowy streets of the world, 
rather than walking in your Light.    



Forgive us, Faithful One. 
May the Light of Christ show us your way; 
may the Love of Christ overflow from our lives to others; 
may the Life of Christ be our model as we seek to be your people…(Silent Confession)…Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
One: ...Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel. 
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 
Response                          “Glory to God” 

Gloria Patri 
Glory to God, Glory to God, 

Glory in the highest. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, 

Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
 

— THE WORD — 
 

Prayer for Illumination           Rev. Barrett Abernethy 

Scripture  Luke 1:67-79 
Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 

     “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
 He has raised up a mighty savior[a] for us 
    in the house of his servant David, 
 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
    to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
    before him all our days. 

   And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 

  to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 

  By the tender mercy of our God, 
    the dawn from on high will break upon[b] us, 

  to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 

Homily       Songs of Advent: The Song of Zechariah 

Special Music                       “Song of Zechariah” 
Grace Rivord, Soprano   



— RESPONSE — 
 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper         Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt 
Invitation to the Table 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Prayer Over the Elements, Prayers of Intercessions, Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer... 
Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and  
the glory, forever. Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
— SENDING — 

 
Hymn            “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

VENI EMMANUEL 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. (to refrain) 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (to refrain) 
 

Benediction & Offering             Rev. Barrett Abernethy 
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