Month At-A-Glance

December 6
Outdoor Live
Worship 11am

December 9
Taizé 5pm

December 20
Outdoor Live
Worship 11am

December 21
Longest Night Ever
Livestream 6:00pm

December 24
Christmas Eve
Service 4:30pm

December 25
Merry Christmas!

COVID 19
Protocols for Outdoor

Gatherings
Outdoor events for up
to 15 people have been

approved.
View the Protocols here.

Outdoor Worship
limit-125

December 2020

Good News



https://mvpchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/MVPC-COVID-19-Cleaning-Protocols-2020-.pdf
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Folks had a good time decorating our trees with Chrismons. It
was wonderful watching people look for their favorites to
hang! Pictured below is the youth group decorating. On the front
cover pictured top left to right are Moira O’Hare and Rev. Isaac
Toney-Schmitt. Bottom left to right are Jeanne Lee and Ryan
Sawyer on the keyboard.
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The youth of Mount Vernon have focused their November and
early December on collecting toiletries and hygiene products to
donate to the Atlanta Mission. This project, first suggested by
our Youth Elder Bryce Cumming, has grown from a youth-only

project to a congregation wide initiative.

We are currently collecting travel sized
hand sanitizers, shampoo, toothpaste,
and deodorant. You can drop off hygiene
products in the Outreach Box in the
church office or reach out to Isaac with
questions. Our youth will organize these '
items into hygiene kits and get them out
to the community!

Peace,

-|saac
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Joy and Sorrow

The Advent season has always been marked differently
between the church and culture. It's why my friends and | have
always hemmed and hawed when someone says there is a “war
on Christmas!” Because of anything, cultural Christmas starts on
black Friday, and for many of you, or at least the guy in our
neighborhood whose front yard compares favorably to the
Griswold's, Christmas has already begun. No, you ask plenty of
pastor types, and we'll tell you the war is on Advent. For Advent
is actually a solemn time. More “Watchman, tell us of the Night”
and less Mariah Carey. A time of preparation, a time when the
light is dim (hence why we light the Advent candle).
Theologically, Advent asks us to contemplate a frightening
reality, that we wonder what the world would be like without
Christ. That's why the first Sunday often focuses on the Parable
of the Ten Bridesmaids in Matthew 25 which ambiguously states
“we do not know the day or the hour” of when Christ will come.

Back in July, | wrote a sermon titled An Advent State of
Mind because so much of this year has been about preparation/
anticipation. We stocked up on the essentials in preparation for
hunkering down. We have waited anxiously for a vaccine to
arrive.

Continued on page 4...




We have tried to be cautious and loving toward one another, not
knowing the day or the hour when life might return to “normal.” In
some respects, this year has been one long Advent Season. That’s
why we are augmenting some of what we usually do this time of
year - in hopes you will find more joy while also giving you the
opportunity to acknowledge the sorrow that has consumed this
year.

This Advent we will sing the songs within the scripture. Each
Sunday we will focus on the songs of Mary (Nov. 29), Zechariah
(Dec. 6), the Angels (Dec. 13), and Simeon (Dec. 20), that will
hopefully allow us to celebrate what has been missing from so
much of our worship experience: the gift of song. Through that, we
will lean into the Christmas season more than | have ever before as
a pastor. We need what is comforting and nostalgic this year. We
need to remember what is hopeful.

On the other end of this spectrum, we must not ignore what
has been and continues to be. That's why on December 21, the
longest night of the year, we will offer a “Longest Night Service.”
This is a service that recognizes the loss, the grief, and the lament
that we have shared collectively and as individuals. To help us find
Christ even in the depths of darkness, Christina Toney-Schmitt, the
spouse of Rev. Isaac Toney-Schmitt, will help us lead and facilitate
this service. Christina currently works with breast cancer survivors
and specializes in ministry dealing with grief. We are still in the
planning stages of this service, but once we have firm details, we
will be sharing that with you all.

Peace to you amid these short days and long nights. May the
light within all of us shine bright, for so many are in need of a
hopeful glimpse.

Grace and Peace,
Barrett
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Advent
Sermon Series
“Celebrating the

4 Songs of Advent”
beginning 11/29

Longest Night Ever Service
Livestream—6 pm
Monday, December 21




We celebrated the Ordination & Installation of Rev. Isaac
Toney-Schmitt on November 1, 2020!
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View our Director of Music and Worship
Production, Matthias Young, along with his colleague, Scott
Plato in their instrumental guitar music video above! CDs are
now available!

Our next Livestream
Taizé
Service will be on
December 9, 2020, at
5 pm. Signup here if
you plan to join us in
person outside of
Gailey Hall. Space is
limited to 15.



https://vimeo.com/477726833
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040E48A8A922A3FB6-taiz1

Please bring warm winter
clothing items and
grooming  products  to
decorate the Outreach Tree
located in the hallway
outside the church
office. Most needed items
include: gloves, hats,
_, scarves, socks, coats and
j jackets, flannel shirts, sweat
¥ pants, sweat shirts and
ik hoodies, sturdy  shoes,
' Asneakers rainwear and
blankets; please, no dressy clothes or shoes. Grooming supplies
(toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, lotion, Chapstick, etc.) are
also needed; travel sizes preferred.

The December Communion Offering is new, unwrapped toys and
clothing for the children at the International Women’s House, a
shelter for abused refugee and immigrant women and their

children. Gifts for children of all

December Communion Offering dages from infants throu g h
I . | teenagers are needed, as well as
nternationa new clothing items such as

’ sweaters, pajamas, hats, gloves
Women's House and scarves. Walmart and
Donations Target gift cards are always

welcome by the teenagers.
Please bring all donations to the
outdoor worship service on
December 6 or drop off at the
church  office any time
before December 18. Thank
you for your generosity!

December 6, 2020
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Covid-19 Fund
Reaching Out to Help Children

We are all aware of the adverse effects the pandemic has had on
children. This is especially true of children living in households
experiencing food and housing insecurity, those who live in
homeless shelters, and unfortunately, those who sometimes live in
their family car.

Thanks to the generosity of the congregation, the Covid Fund has
provided funding to several of our partner ministries who in turn
provide much needed assistance to these vulnerable children and
their parents. These ministries include the Community Assistance
Center, Family Promise, Stirred Up Ministries, the Alliance for
Children Everywhere/Zambia, the Drake House, Los Nifos Primero,
Garden Presbyterian Church and School/Zambia, and our
Presbytery’s New Church Development Commission (refugee and
immigrant congregations).

Another outstanding ministry that Mount Vernon has supported for
many vyears, including a donation from the Covid Fund, is the
International Women’s House, a shelter for abused immigrant and
refugee women and their children. In addition to financial support,
the shelter has been the recipient of numerous communion
offerings and the annual toy drive for their Santa shop. Just this
week, Anna Blau, IWH’s executive director, wrote “I did not want to
miss the opportunity to let you know how special Mount Vernon
Presbyterian Church is to us”. Please see the separate notice in this
publication for more details on this year’s Toy Drive.

Contact Barrett, Isaac, or Pat Bartee, Stephen Leader
(pbartee@yahoo.com) to get connected.



mailto:pbartee@yahoo.com

We want to thank you for your support of MVPC. If you have
not yet made your pledge for 2021, or are still discerning how
you would like to help us continue in our mission to serve God
and neighbor, you can submit a pledge either by filling out a
virtual pledge card here (Pledge 2021) or by mailing in your

pledge card. Blessings to you as you prepare for the Holidays.
We hope you can celebrate with those you love while staying
safe.

Nov-Noy 24 Actu Actual 2020 Budget
Me mber Giving $9, $3609 $439|, 217
Member Gi-RPIl adg $2, $66, $80,000
2020 Prepaid P $ $21, $21,983
Loose Offering $ 3 $17, $15,]000
Tot al for weekl $11, $475 $556[, 200

2021 Pledge Envelopes: If you would like an envelope, please
notify yvonne@mvpchurch.org or call
404-255-2211 ext. 216 ASAP.



https://vimeo.com/474529292
https://mvpchurch.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9929e502417255e84f75302b1&id=91e2e6bc9d&e=94f968d64f
mailto:yvonne@mvpchurch.org
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If you would like to know how you can help, or if
you need help during these unprecedented times,
please visit our website at mvpchurch.org. If
viewing online click on the links below.

@ Coronavirus COVID

W Coronavirus COVID



https://mvpchurch.org/#waystohelp
https://mvpchurch.org/#waystohelp
https://mvpchurch.org/

