At-A-Glance

August 2
Called Congregational
Meeting 12pm

August 3
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 BRINGING THE CHURCH HOME! £
MVS Teachers Return ' S :
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August 4
Phone Devotional 2pm

August 9
CAC/LNP/Backpack
Blessing 2-4pm

August 11
Phone Devotional 2pm
MVS Begins

August 12
Taize 7pm

August 18
Phone Devotional 2pm

August 25
Phone Devotional 2pm

Due to the COVID-19
pandemic most activities
have been canceled until
further notice. See our
virtual options.




Mount Vernon, 2030

About a month ago | read an article by columnist Ross
Douthat titled Waking Up in 2030. He began by noting that the
pandemic has in some ways made time standstill while it has sped
up other parts of life. He went on to say that he thought the
institutional church’s long anticipated collapse- a decline that
began before | was born and has continued ever since- will only
accelerate due to “falling donations and shrunken attendance.”
Admittedly, | worry that the “performance” of online/TV worship
services will entice some of you who would have never stayed
home prior to the coronavirus, to look at your spouse or kid and
say, “Let’s just get our church in the recliner.”

If you ask our Session, | am very much a proponent of staying
online for the time being. | believe this is correct based on the
science we have about this virus, what is happening right now in
our city, state, and country, but also we as a church must be a
leader in developing the habits we want society to embody. Right
now, that means being socially distant. | believe this philosophy/
theology is the answer to what it means to love God and to love
neighbor in this surreal season. Trying to return to normal is what
has made this past July one we would just as soon forget but also
one we must remember.

Thus, | have used many a brain wave and asked many a
colleague and friend where they think we are going as a broader
church, trying to read through their words so | can answer the
question | am really asking, “Where will Mount Vernon
Presbyterian Church be in 2030, and how can | lead or facilitate
that journey?” Because this nightmare will end, we will find a way,
but then what will be the path we take... The best thoughts | have
found thus far have come from Presbyterian Pastor MaryAnn

Continued on next page 3...




Good News Page 3

McKibben Dana who recently talked about the concept of pulling
up the anchor. The “anchor problem” as she writes “occurs when
you frame a problem in a way that presupposes a particular
solution...The past is a huge anchor- we can’t imagine the future,
so we default to what we know. It's why churches define success
using markers of the past: full pews, hefty youth ministry,
thriving Sunday School.”

Dana’s thoughts are- for me- quite challenging, but | believe
she is correct. | believe the return from this pandemic will be
much more difficult for the church than the sheltering-in-place.
We will be grateful for the return to normalcy, but when we
gather, we will be a different body tasked to respond to different
needs. The pandemic will not be something we sweep under the
rug- as an asterisk to our story- rather it should be a part of our
story and it should inform where we ultimately re-anchor. |
believe the church will emerge, but it will probably be leaner. |
believe this will be the opportunity to journey into the unknown,
and to create a new identity in Christ and new ministries for how
we express the gospel. For there will be a great need to hear and
share the Word of God, but it may look nothing like what we have
done thus far. May you find rest in this season, for at some point
we will wake up and begin the work of reimagining the church
that the world needs.
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Barrett

Tuesdays™ 2 pm

Dial 701-802-5094
Access Code: 5154569
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Food Donations for CAC: We will continue to collect non-
perishable food for the Food Pantry at the Community Assistance
Center for the foreseeable future. Donations can be dropped off
at the church at any time using the bin at the entrance to the
office wing. Please note: Plastic, paper, and reusable grocery bags




