
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Second Sunday After Pentecost 

June 14, 2020 – 11:00 a.m. 
 

Opening Words 

“Turn! Turn! Turn!” (To Everything There is a Season) 
 

To everything (turn, turn, turn) 
There is a season (turn, turn, turn) 

And a time to every purpose, under heaven 
A time to be born, a time to die 
A time to plant, a time to reap 

A time to kill, a time to heal 
A time to laugh, a time to weep 

 
To everything (turn, turn, turn) 

There is a season (turn, turn, turn) 
And a time to every purpose, under heaven 

A time to build up, a time to break down 
A time to dance, a time to mourn 

A time to cast away stones, a time to gather stones together 
 

To everything (turn, turn, turn) 
There is a season (turn, turn, turn) 

And a time to every purpose, under heaven 
A time of love, a time of hate 
A time of war, a time of peace 

A time you may embrace, a time to refrain from embracing 
 

To everything (turn, turn, turn) 
There is a season (turn, turn, turn) 

And a time to every purpose, under heaven 
A time to gain, a time to lose 
A time to rend, a time to sew 

A time for love, a time for hate 
A time for peace, I swear it's not too late 

 
Greetings and Welcome 

Minute for Mission    Moira Speirs 

Prayer of Invocation 

Call to Worship    Andy, Heidi, Jack, and Sam Nelson 
Let us start this service well, by reminding ourselves: That it is not we who chose Christ, 
but Christ who chose us, 
That we are not here because of our goodness 
but because of Christ’s grace, 
That we are not here to enlighten ourselves, 
but to allow Christ to enlighten us, 
That we have not come to be entertained 



but to worship God with heart, soul, mind and strength. 
 
Hymn #2236        “Gather Us In” 

 
Here in this place new light is streaming 

Now is the darkness vanished away 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings 

Brought here to you in the light of this day 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken 

Gather us in, the blind and the lame 
Call to us now and we shall awaken 

We shall arise at the sound of our name 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery 
We are the old who yearn for your face 

We have been sung throughout all of history 
Called to be light to the whole human race 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly 
Give us the courage to enter the song 

 
Here we will take the wine and the water 
Here we will take the bread of new birth 

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion 
Give us to eat the bread that is you 

Nourish us well and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true 

 
Not in the dark of buildings confining 
Not in some heaven light years away 

But here in this place the new light is shining 
Now is the kingdom, now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever 
Gather us in and make us your own 
Gather us in, all peoples together 

Fire of love in our flesh and our bones 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones 

 
Prayer of Confession  
 
God of praise and God of groans, you call us to hear—really hear—amid the noise 
 
to risk being open to another perspective 
amid the impacted certainties 
to be able to listen to impassioned pleas 
while owning the cries that come from our own hearts. 
 
To hear an argument that does not resonate 



disagree, if that be our call, 
without demeaning the bearer of the words. 
 
Amid the colliding words 
injured by the words 
injuring with our words: 
 
help us to hear 
your 
Words…(Silent Confession)... 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
One: …Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel. 
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
Gloria Patri 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture             Matthew 9:35–10:8 
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news 
of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into his harvest.” 
 
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and 
to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known 
as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and 
Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
 
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no 
town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good 
news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out 
demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 
 
 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon Returning to the Farm 
 
Hymn #307 “Fight the Good Fight” 
 

Fight the good fight with all thy might; 
Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right; 

Lay hold on life, and it shall be 
Thy joy and crown eternally. 

 
Run the straight race through God’s good grace, 



Lift up thine eyes, and seek Christ's face; 
Life with its way before us lies, 

Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 
 

Cast care aside, lean on thy guide; 
God's boundless mercy will provide; 

Trust, and thy trusting soul shall prove 
Christ is its life, and Christ its love. 

 
Faint not nor fear, God's arms are near; 
God changeth not, and thou art dear; 

Only believe, and thou shalt see 
That Christ is all in all to thee. 

 
Prayers of the People 

After each petition, Pastor will say “Lord, In Your Mercy.” 
Congregation will respond with “Hear Our Prayer.” 

 
Lord’s Prayer  
Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory , forever. 

Amen. 
 

“How Great is Our God” 
 

The splendor of the King 
Clothed in majesty 

Let all the earth rejoice 
All the earth rejoice 

 
He wraps Himself in light 

And darkness tries to hide 
And trembles at His voice 
And trembles at His voice 

 
How great is our God 
How great is our God 

And all will see how great 
How great is our God 

 
Benediction 


