
MOUNT VERNON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Pentecost Sunday 

May 31, 2020 – 11:00 a.m. 
 

Opening Words   Carolina Kirby-Smith 

Introit 

Greetings and Welcome 

Prayer of Invocation 

Call to Worship           Vivien Rothwell 
One: Praise be to God in all languages, this day. Let us surround ourselves in the Pentecost flame and say 
praise be to God! With our French brothers and sisters we say: 

All: Dieu soit loué !  (​Praise be to God!) 
One: With our Cantonese brothers and sisters we say: 

All: 讚美歸於上帝​！ ​(​Praise be to God!) 

One: With our Mandarin brothers and sisters we say: 

All: 讚美歸於上帝​！(​Praise be to God!) 

One: Thanks be to God! So with one voice we say in unison: 
All: Let us worship God! 
 

“Let Every Christian Pray” 

Let every Christian pray, 
this day and every day, 

come, Holy Spirit, come! 
Was not the church we love 
commissioned from above? 

Come, Holy Spirit, come! 

The Spirit brought to birth 
the Church of Christ on earth 

to seek and save the lost: 
God never has withdrawn, 

since that tremendous dawn, 
the gifts at Pentecost. 

The Holy Spirit's power 
can fit us for this hour: 

come, Holy Spirit, come! 
Instruct, inspire, unite 

and help us see the light: 
come, Holy Spirit, come! 

 

 



Prayer of Confession          Robby, Angie, and Hannah Hawthorne 

O God of all nations and peoples, we praise your name. We rejoice in the many languages that 
proclaim your word and your wonderful deeds. We give thanks for the movement of your Spirit alive in 
your people, churches, and the world. God of wind and fire, we confess that sometimes we fear your 
Spirit. In those moments when the Spirit gushes, pushes, and challenges us toward the unknown, we 
would often rather cling to comfort and the familiar. Forgive our hesitations, God, and renew the ability 
in us to entrust our lives to you. Move us beyond boundaries of language and nationality into your 
endless and extravagant love. In this world so in need of forgiveness, peace, and healing, lead us to 
those who overcome fear, offer messages of hope, and practice your infinite graciousness. We pray in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
One: …Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel. 
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Acts 2:1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed 
and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of 
us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does 
this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for 
it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

‘​In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even 
upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I 
will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun 
shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon  ​The Pentecost Challenge 
 
Anthem “Spirit of the Living God”   
 
 



The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
     The Lord be with you. 
     And also with you. 
     Lift up your hearts 
     We lift them up to the Lord. 
     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer Over the Elements/Prayers of Intercessions… Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer... 

 
Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory , forever. 

Amen. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

“I Want to Know You” 
 

In the secret, in the quiet place 
In the stillness You are there 

In the secret, in the quiet hour I wait only for You 
Cause, I want to know You more 

 
I want to know You 

I want to hear Your voice 
I want to know You more 

I want to touch You 
I want to see Your face 

I want to know You more 
 

I am reaching for the highest goal 
That I might receive the prize 

Pressing onward, pushing every hindrance aside Out of my way 
Cause, I want to know You more 

 
Benediction 


