Month At-A-Glance

A Faithful Vision
February 2
Annual
Congregational Often around stewardship season pastors start to ask

’E’Liettisr‘ﬁ;l‘l’gpoup one another, “What are you going to preach on Stewardship
Signup Sunday?” Personally, | have always found that an irrelevant
question. | think every sermon is a stewardship sermon and
February 9 | think every Sunday is Stewardship Sunday. | say that
Z\Aér'x‘;;'%"é‘;’:;h because | don't believe one sermon, or one worship service
can compel anyone to be moved in a grand fashion. | am
February 14 not saying it's not possible, but | believe stewardship, like
MVS Half Day faith, is fashioned over a period of time, a lifespan more
Februarii accurately, with a piece of each Sunday hopefully molding

Quarterly Team | that final image into a pristine clay jar.
Meeting 10am
Session Meeting
12pm

This past December, your jars, the ones shaped by the
faith you express and continually molded by the love you
receive from Christ revealed itself in your benevolence of
this church. Because of your stewardship we finished
2019 with a $10,000 surplus.

February 17
MVS Holiday

February 23
Youth Sunda
Fellowship of
Carpenter 7:
Lent Small C
Begin
Burning of
Palms 12p

Continued on page 2...
2020 Elders

February 26
Ash Wed
Pancake
6pm
Service




The Finance Team and | are overjoyed by this gratitude you have shown
and are incredibly grateful as we begin 2020. We hope this year will live
into the New Beginning stewardship theme we lifted up last fall.
Hopefully it will be a year that sees us welcome a new Associate Pastor
that will help shape our Children, Youth, and Christian Education
ministries. Your Associate Pastor Nominating Committee is already hard
at work to ensure that happens. Hopefully it will be a year which you
will find the Holy Spirit through worship and ritual- an intentional
respite amid the busyness of life. Hopefully it will be found around
small group tables, on mission trips, at committee meetings, or in
fellowship on the courtyard over a bowl of chili.

This time of year, | am tasked to consider and think broadly about
the vision of the church. At the Session retreat (on January 24-25) |
gave my thoughts about where | see the “state of the church” while on
Sunday, February 2" at 10am we will have our annual church meeting
in the Fellowship Hall. Admittedly though, those words and thoughts
have no basis without the faithfulness within you and that you choose
to express. Otherwise it's a vision without a picture. You are what gives
the vision it's color, it's clarity, and with the boundless love of Jesus
Christ, together we can live into this beginning.

So THANK YOU for your expressions of faith. They give me great
hope as we begin 2020. May that same hope continue to spark through
the worship we share, the music we sing, and the sermons that are
spoken, for collectively they inspire our visions and shape what | believe
will be a new beginning.

Grace and Peace,

Barrett




Good News

Coming Back in 2020: Dinner With Friends (With a Pastor Twist)

Do you like to eat? Do you like to meet people? Do you actually want to get
to know your pastor? We are introducing Dinner with Friends! We have put
together a Sign-up Genius with different dates throughout the year. The
number of guests varies per signup and we hope all will participate
whether you plan to come alone or with someone. Most of the time Barrett
will try to be there, and hopefully, Braegan can join. Our first gathering will
be February 29 at the home of Ben and Lisa Cumming. Each host will
coordinate the menu and everyone signed up will bring something from
the menu. Please let us know if you would like to host a "Dinner with
Friends" night. Please limit signups to one per person so everyone has a
chance to take part in a gathering. If viewing online, click here to signup.
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We hope that all After our 11am We hope to see you
men will join us for Youth Sunday on Ash Wednesday
Fellowship of the Service on February for a Pancake Dinner
Carpenter from 23, please join us at 6pm followed by
7:30-8:45 am on for Burning of the service at 7pm.

February 23. Palms.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040e48a8a922a3fb6-dinner

Session Report

The Session of Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church met for their annual
retreat on January 24-25 at the Calvin Center south of Atlanta. Much of the
time was spent in reflection on the year that was and brainstorming for the
year ahead. In the course of this discernment, the Session did hold their
formal meeting.

On Friday night, Elders-elect Bryce Cumming, Brent Schweiger, Carol
Beckman, John Hibbard, Mary Kilgore, Wendy Hagenau, and David Hill all
read aloud their statements of faith to the entire body. Following a time of
questions by the current elders, a motion to accept the Elders-Elect was
sustained.

Following an adjournment, the Session formally reconvened on Saturday
afternoon to resume the meeting.

Session members were encouraged to sign-up for various duties such as:
attending quarterly meetings of the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta and
serving monthly communion.

Session then approved the consent agenda which included approving: the
previous meeting minutes; dates to serve Holy Communion in 2020; dates to
hold Quarterly Team Meetings; the elder ministry team assignments; the
monthly outreach and special offerings; David Hill to serve as clerk of
session; Steve Ray to serve as treasurer; John Hibbard, Mary Kilgore, and
Donna Martin to attend February 8™ Presbytery Meeting at Alpharetta
Presbyterian Church.
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Following the unison Affirmation of Faith from the Second Helvetic
Confession, session engaged in the following business:

Elected Charlie Gray, Chair and Carrie Southard, Vice-Chair of the
Church Nominating Committee.

Elder John Hibbard reviewed the 2019 financials and went through the
2020 budget that Finance/Administration Team brought before the
session. Session approved the 2020 operating budget as presented.
Approved the 2019 statistical report presented by Elder David Hill to
be sent to the PC(USA) national office.

Rev. Abernethy gave a report on the Organist Search and upon request from
the Search Committee presented Justin Maxey as the finalist for the
position. Rev. Abernethy shared that Mr. Maxey comes to Mount Vernon
after previously serving as the organist at Roswell Presbyterian Church.
Session approved the recommendation. Mr. Maxey's first Sunday will be
February 16,

Elder David Barclift reported that the Associate Pastor Nominating
Committee (APNC) is starting to meet and hopes to have the Ministry
Information Form (MIF) online soon. A MIF is the church equivalent of a
resume for pastors to read and learn more about our church.

Rev. Abernethy offered his pastor’s report which included the following: he
will meet with students who are completing coursework at Austin Seminary
and share with them more about our open Associate Pastor position; he is
talking with Columbia Theological Seminary to discuss ideas about fostering
an internship program between the church and a seminary student; working
with Congregational Care to ensure MVPC pastoral care needs are being
met; he is trying to be visible in the community through offering prayers at
Sandy Springs City Council meetings and teaching Mount Vernon School
elementary students about Advent and Epiphany.

Rev. Abernethy closed the meeting with prayer and the retreat ended with a
brief service where the sacrament of Holy Communion was administered.

Submitted,

Rev. Barrett Abernethy




Come check out Gailey Hall! The
original windows have

finally been replaced and new
lighting and a refrigerator have
been installed. Slightly used
furniture has also been donated
by church members.

A big THANKS to Sylvia McAdam
and Carol Beckman for taking on
the initiative of purging and
donating the years of accumulated
items to multiple organizations!!
This is now a storage area for all
Family Promise items.
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