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When there are no other children...

“They left because we didn’t have any other kids.” Or “You
just don’t have anything to offer my child.” | have heard those
points often, and | lament the fact that the proverbial “families
with young children,” don’t come in masse to our church or for that
matter most churches. Yet, if you are reading this and you feel like
the church is facing a crisis because we have few children or if you
are a parent that wonders what will my child get out of coming to
church when there is no one around their age, | want to submit to
you that all is not lost.

| say that because | grew up in churches where at most there
might be 4-5 kids in church and more often than not, | might be
the only one on that otherwise empty pew (both of my parents
sang in the choir). What | learned, however, was terribly valuable
and it has stayed with me and is fundamental to who | am today.

When there were no other children in Sunday school, my
parents took me to the adult class. That is where | learned how
adults talk to each other. That is where | learned how to speak
about something as emotional and evocative as the Word of God
and do so in a manner that hopefully invites the experience of
others to breathe forth. It was in those rooms | learned how to
moderate a Session meeting and meet other people in their place of
need.

When there were no other children in worship, | learned what
it meant to be in community through ritual and movement. | can’t
tell you what the preacher said Sunday to Sunday (admittedly my
mind was usually somewhere else), but the impact of hearing
others recite the prayers and the creeds, of joining my voice with
the others in song was a warm assurance that life done well must
be done with others, no matter their place in life. | think that is
why | went to church on my own when | was in college, even as my
faith remained relatively shallow and lacked a longing for the
wonderment of God.




Good News Page 3

| tell all this not as a confessional, or to prop up my experience,
but rather as an invitation to see the church in its current form is no
worse (or no better) than in previous incarnations. | think we in the
church have gotten stuck in the thinking that the church must be
segmented by life stage, and | stand fundamentally opposed to that
belief because the churches God led my parents toward and then led
me toward wanted to live out their baptismal vow to raise the children
in the faith. | don’t blame you, parent, if you are reading this. You have
been told and conditioned by the church that it must be this way or it's
not worth it. But | want to tell you, it is. Sunday in and Sunday out the
church with few or no children has so much to offer your child even if
their friends are not there or if they stayed up until 3am the night
before.

As we begin this new year, | wonder what vision of community
God will resurrect at Mount Vernon. The old will be new, and the new
will feel familiar, yet the constant of the ages will be the holiness
fostered by those who gather together.

Grace and Peace,
Barrett
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