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A Plethora of Voices

One Sunday while | was in seminary in Austin, Texas,
Braegan and | were invited to attend this large church. It was a
contemporary service running concurrently with the traditional
service in the sanctuary. I'll never forget right as the message
was about to be delivered, the pastor literally came out from the
side of the stage. He was a bit disheveled, and there was sweat
noticeable on his forehead. The friend who had invited us whis-
pered, “He ran over here from the sanctuary. He preaches the
sermon in the sanctuary and then runs over here to offer the
message.” | just remember being in awe as my friend told me
this. What a work-ethic this guy had!

Later, however, | relayed that story to another friend of
mine, who upon hearing the tale chuckled and said, “It sounds
like that preacher likes hearing the sound of his own voice.” That
response has stuck with me ever since, and it has both kept me
grounded and shaped my ministry. In the previous church |
served, | tried every 4-6 weeks to do something in worship that
didn’t involve me. Sometimes it was a hymn sing, sometimes it
was Youth Sunday, sometimes the local college choir came and
filled the space with a joyful noise. We even turned the annual
meeting into a worship service. As | found out, some of the best
Sundays were the Sundays that | never said a word.

(Continued on page 2......)
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| am working on maintaining that discipline with you all for the same reasons.
You don’t need to just hear from me. | don’t need to just speak to you. That’s how the
Word grows stale, and that’s how you tune out. In the Pentecost story, we learn that
the church is formed by a Holy Spirit that allows people to understand one another
even amid the barrier of linguistic differences. Ergo, there is something very biblical,
very hopeful, in hearing the Word of God come through another voice. So, each
month, when someone new preaches, see it as an opportunity to hear the gospel
afresh, for the love of Jesus Christ comes to us uniquely, yet can be translated in the
most communal of ways.

Grace and Peace,
Barrett
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SENIOR
\ ADULT
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Due to an unfortunate run in with a grocery cart, we had to postpone the 5 to
Thrive program. We will reschedule it soon. Many apologies for leaving you in the
lurch!

We do have a really fun event taking place on Saturday, October 5!

Are you overwhelmed by the selection of Christmas cards every year? Want to
make your own at low to zero cost? Our SAM is giving you a shot at doing just
that! Our own Donna Martin will meet with any and all Senior Adults from 1-3 pm
in the Session Room to show us how. Please make sure you reserve your space by
calling Elizabeth Small at the church office so that we have enough

material. We will not serve lunch, but we'll have plenty of great snacks!

You are ALWAYS welcome to bring friends!

Save room on your calendar for these events:

10/5 CCC - Creating Christmas Cards

10/15 Seniors Day at Camp Calvin! | would be happy to drive a van full so everyone
could go! The cost is $20/person.

11/9 Either Botanical Gardens or 5 to Thrive (let Elizabeth Small or Donna

Martin know your preference)!

12/1 Hanging of the Greens

Are any of you Senior Adults interested in hosting us at a Christmas Party? Please
let Elo know if you are.

Peace and Grace,

Elizabeth Small




PUMPKIN PALOOZA
+ CHILI COOK-OFF

Bring your own pumpkin to decorate.

Prize for the winner of the chili cook-off!

SUNDAY
OCT. 20| 4-7 PM

Fellowship Hall

Event for all ages!
Pumpkin decorating, balloon animals, live music and more!
Come join the fun!

Schedule of Events:
4:00-6:00 Kathy Hoffman-Balloon Animals, Face Painting and Tattoos
Pumpkin Decorating (bring your own pumpkin and a box to transport it back
home. We will have decorating supplies.)
5:00-6:00 Live Music (Contemporary Christian and Classic Rock guest musicians)
5:30-6:00 Chili Cook-Off Judging
6:15 Chili Dinner
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Zambia Scholarship

Six years ago, we established the Zambia College Scholarship fund for deserving stu-
dents. These students must have successfully completed high school, be very bright,
motivated and demonstrate extreme financial need. Since its inception the Fund has
provided college scholarships enabling 4 students to graduate in '17 & '18. Three more
are scheduled to graduate in December this year. The fields of study include Health
Sciences, Clinical Medical Sciences, Pharmacy, Education, Teaching & Apparel Design.
We always strive to keep 9 to 10 students enrolled in college.

This effort requires that $10,000 be raised each year. We provide the initial $5000 in
seed money and seek contributions from the congregation and friends of MVPC to
reach the goal. You have supported this mission faithfully for 6 years and we ask that
you do so again. This mission has, is and will change the lives of the students, their
families and their communities. We thank you for your loyal support.

Stan and Ann Williams

Please note: these funds need to be available by the end of November in order to pay
student tuition for the year 2020.

For more information or to discuss a contribution, please contact Stan Williams.
aswilliams@bellsouth.net

404 245 6749

The MVPC Trip to Zambia leaves on October 11th. If you would like to donate anything
to the House Of Moses or Garden Presbyterian School, please place cash or check in Gill
Hutt’s box no later than October 6. Due to the size of the team, no physical donations
(diapers, wipes, pencils, etc.) will be brought over. All money will be used to purchase
those items in Zambia. If you have any questions, please contact Gill.



mailto:aswilliams@bellsouth.net

Mount Vernon Youth

10/6 - Paintball! Like dodgeball but with guns, goggles and paint.
Please RSVP here. *,
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A glance at the
Bravesting!



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094ba5af2ca02-mvpc
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Session Reflections

The Session gathered after 11am worship in the Kirk Center on September 15, After a
wonderful lunch provided by David Barclift, we opened the meeting with prayer and a
devotional provided by Christy Hill.

Each ministry team then provided reports:
Congregational Care continues to serve those in need.

Finance/Administration did bring forth a motion to provide Rev. Barrett Abernethy
and his family a $15,000 loan forgivable over 5 years of ministry service to the church
in order to supplement the cost of a home in Sandy Springs. The motion carried, and
Rev. Abernethy extended his personal thanks to the Session for their benevolence.

Fellowship has put together a calendar of events so that the congregation can gather
periodically throughout the year.

The Session celebrated Gill Hutt's impending trip to Zambia on behalf of the church.
Rev. Abernethy noted that October 6™ will be “Zambia Sunday.”

Rev. Abernethy and Donna Neumann will be meeting soon to discuss Strategic
Planning going forward.

Witness celebrated the addition of 7 new members: Braegan Abernethy, Angie
Hawthorne, Robby Hawthorne, Debbie Holland, Mary Lou Newman, Carolina
Kirby-Smith, and Ann Willet. Please greet them when you see them.




Worship ministry is continuing to assist the staff as they prepare and organize two
services each Sunday.

Youth Ministry is continuing to fill out its Fall Schedule. Rev. Abernethy thanked Jon
Barber for his leadership in organizing events.

Senior Adult Ministry is thankful for Elizabeth Small’s leadership and asked for prayer
for her as she recovers from a broken ankle.

Christian Education remains quite busy preparing for Pumpkin Palooza. They also are
starting a new curriculum for our nursery children.

The Session through conversation also determined that next month we will set aside
time to discuss future goals/hopes for the church as we begin this new season of
ministry.

In his Pastor’s Report, Rev. Abernethy mentioned he is reaching out to folks who are
currently on our church rolls but have not been to church in some time. He asked the
Session to please let him know if they knew anyone who needed a visit/phone call.
He also expressed sincere thanks to the Session and the entire congregation for their
graciousness during his Installation service.

After reflections and intercessions by Gill Hutt and Mary McClurg, Rev. Abernethy
closed the meeting with prayer.

Week of 9/16-9/22 |YTD 2019 |YTD Annual Budget
Member Giving $4,495/ $398,005 $542,000
Loose Offering $153 $10,417 $5,000
TOTAL $4,648 $408,422 $547,000
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Presbyterian Women

Save the date! The PW retreat will be on October 6 after the 11:00 service at Lost
Corner Preserve (in Sandy Springs at the corner of Brandon Mill Rd. and Dalrymple
Rd). The program will be Intimacy: Relational and Spiritual. 1t will be led by Eleanor
Barron (Meg Christian’s mother). The cost is $20 which includes lunch.

You can pick up a copy of the Fall MVPC PW newsletter in the narthex or if viewing
online, click here.

You can pick up a copy of the Special Edition MVPC PW newsletter in the narthex. If
viewing online, click here: Bible Study 2019-2020.

New Member/Inquirers Class
Sunday’s in October

Rev. Abernethy will begin a class called Presbyterian 101 that will run during the
10am Church School hour. This class will be for visitors who are curious about
Presbyterians, new members who are wondering “What have | just joined?” and
even longtime members who are sitting there in the pews thinking, “Now why
am | here?” | hope you will consider this class if you fall into one of these cate-
gories.

If interested in this class, please email Jill at jill@mvpchurch.org so we will know
where to hold the class and have sufficient materials for everyone.

me;:



https://mvpchurch.org/pw-fall-newsletter-2019/
https://mvpchurch.org/special-edition-mvpc-pw-newsletter-bible-study-2019-2020/
mailto:jill@mvpchurch.org

FamilyPromise

of North Fulton/DeKalb

Our three families are doing well; the parents have jobs and the children are back in
school. These families are continuing to work with our support staff toward finding
affordable housing in our area.

How can you help?!

If you know of any private landlords or have contacts in property management,
please contact Moira Speirs at Ms__speirs@yahoo.com.

There is a Community Summit coming up in November:
Suburban poverty is on the rise, while not always easy to see. Atlanta’s suburbs
have seen 129% growth in poverty in just 5 years.

What does financial vulnerability look like in North Fulton? What are the challenges
facing the underemployed or unemployed? Why are open jobs staying vacant for so
long in our area? How much does it really cost to get by in our neighborhoods?
How can | help?

Guest speaker, Donna Beegle inspires and educates communities with proven
models to better outcomes for people in poverty.

Continental breakfast, snacks and lunch will be served.

Guest Panelists — Egbert Perry and Frank Fernandez

Break-out group participation by attendees.

Everyone is welcome to attend! If you have contacts to business owners and civic
leaders bring them as your guest.

2019 North Fulton Community Summit
Mount Pisgah United Methodist Church
2850 Old Alabama Road

Thursday, November 7, 2019

Johns Creek, GA 30022

8:00 AM — 1:00 PM EST

The Family Promise Board is committed to being a part of the homeless and the lack of
affordable housing solutions.

Our Families will be with us at Mt Vernon over Christmas (12/22/19- 12/29/19).



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-north-fulton-community-summit-tickets-63404533667
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The Peace and Global Witness Offering, one of four annual special offerings of the
Presbyterian Church (USA), will be received on World Communion Sunday, October 6.
25% of the the offering received at Mount Vernon will go to Atlanta Ministry with
International Students (AMIS) with the remainder going to the Presbyterian Mission
Agency and other denominational programs that advocate for peace and justice in
this country and around the world.

3

The October Communion Offering will be candy for the Trick and Trunk event at
Lake Forest Elementary School here in Sandy Springs where many of the Los Nifnos
Primero participants are enrolled. This event is sponsored by the school’s Parents
Association and provides students and their families a safe environment to trick or
treat. All varieties of individually wrapped candy and treats are welcome. Donations
may be placed in the outreach bin near the church office any time until October 18.
Thank you for your generosity.

An update on clothing donations: As the weather turns cooler, homeless shelters
will need fall/winter clothing items for both men and women. Most needed items
include sweatshirts, hoodies, jeans or casual pants, flannel shirts, jackets, rainwear,
gloves, scarves, and sneakers/casual shoes. All items should be wash and wear; no
dry-clean only items, please. The women'’s shelter also accepts some household
items (dinnerware, pots and pans, etc.) and children’s clothing. Please check with
Carol Beckman. Business/dressy attire and shoes may be donated to the CAC
boutique and can be dropped off directly to their facilities at 8607 Roswell Road.
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