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Happy spring! Grass is growing and flowers are blooming.  Of course, that 
also means we’ll soon, if not already, be cutting that growing grass and sneezing 
from the blooming flowers.  With change, even welcome change, there are           
challenges. 

I have shared with our MVPC Session that I am currently reading a book, 
Canoeing the Mountains, the focus of which is Christian leadership in uncharted    
territory.  Using the story of the Lewis and Clark expedition as a backdrop, the author 
applies insights from organizational leadership and missional theology to discuss 
what it means for Christians to lead when the journey goes “off the map.” 

Lewis and Clark had been given a mandate by President Thomas Jefferson to 
locate the water route that would connect the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean.  
But rather than finding that water route, they found stretching out for miles and miles 
as far as the eyes could see mountain peaks with more mountain peaks beyond them, 
i.e. the Rocky Mountains. 

The author maintains this is where the church finds itself today, in territory 
that it has to find new ways to navigate.  The canoes of the past will not navigate the 
reality of the mountains ahead. 

If you’ve been in worship or in meetings with me over this past year, you 

have heard me say numerous times that not only is Mount Vernon Presbyterian in a 
time of transition, so is The Church.  That seems to make it doubly hard for us here at 
MVPC as we are living in this time between installed pastors and also navigating the 
uncharted territory of the reality of, as the author of this book, Tod Bolsinger, says, 
“…when Sundays are more about soccer and Starbucks than about Sabbath.” 

With all of this reality, it is so easy and tempting to be discouraged.  That is 
why Holy Week is so important to the life of the church.  We tend to focus on Easter, 
the grand and glorious celebration of Christ’s resurrection from the dead and defeat 
of sin and death for us all.  But, if we only look at Easter, we forego the true meaning 
of Easter…resurrection and renewal. 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday when we will process with Palms as we 
remember Jesus riding on a donkey into Jerusalem, heralded by those along the road, 
waving palm branches and throwing their cloaks on the road.  They thought their new 
ruler had arrived. 

We move to Maundy Thursday when Jesus is gathered with his disciples and 
other followers for Passover.  Jesus tells them it is his last meal with them and they 
do not understand.  We will come together at 7:30 that evening to hear scripture, to 
pray, to sing, and to gather around The Lord’s Table and remember the events of that 
evening that lead up to the next day. 

That next day, Good Friday, we will again come together at 7:30 to hear from 
those who were closest to Jesus when he was crucified. We will also have an Easter 
Prayer Vigil in the MVPC chapel that will begin at noon on Good Friday and        
continue until 7 a.m. on Easter morning. 
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(Susan’s article continued…) 
 
We are left to our own on Saturday, to ponder what we have experienced over 

the span of Holy Week.  And then…on Easter morning, we will come together to    
celebrate the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ…the pinnacle moment of the   
Christian calendar…the day we celebrate the most important day of all of history.  We 
will gather on the patio at 7 a.m. for our Easter Sunrise Service and also gather in the 
sanctuary at 11 a.m. to raise our voices in glorious praise. 

There’s a lot going on during Holy Week and I know it is difficult to             
participate in each and every aspect of Holy Week.  Find the time.  Have the courage.  
Be at and participate in all of these opportunities to, as our theme for the Lenten    
Season has been…Take Up Your Cross.  I have no doubt that your faith will be 
strengthened as together we navigate the uncharted territory before us.  

 
Blessings, 
 

Susan 
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  Month of Feb YTD 2019 YTD Annual Budget 

Pledge Member Giving $28,509  $75,466  $85,000  

Non-Pledge Member Giving $3,878  $6,430  $9,000  

Loose Offering $599  $935  $833  

Prepaid 2019 Pledges 0 $18,300  $18,300  

TOTAL $32,986  $101,131  $113,133  
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2019 Session  Members 
and Ministry Teams 

 
Christian Education 
Mary McClurg 
Carrie Southard 
 
Senior Adults 
Donna Martin 
 
Fellowship 
David Barclift 
Melinda Carden 
 
Outreach 
Quinton Fisher 
Gill Hutt 
 
 
Finance/Administration 
Charlie Gray 
 

 Stewardship 
 Wit Truitt 
 

 Personnel 
 Bryan McClintock 
 
Youth 
Jon Barber 
 
Congregational Care 
Joy Carden 
 
Witness 
Mackenzie Truitt 
Pat Davis 
 
Strategic Planning 
Donna Neumann 
 
Worship 
Christy Hill 
 
Clerk of Session 
Malinda Holmes 
 
Moderator 
Rev. Susan Haynes 

http://internationalwomenshouse.org/


Mary Smith 11-April 

Mary Frances 11-April 

Walt Walker 11-April 

Ty McCormick 12-April 

Stan Williams 12-April 

Herb Young 12-April 

Elizabeth Earhart 13-April 

Iva Corbin 15-April 

Linda Thomas 15-April 

Lisa McGuire 17-April 

  

David Earhart 2-April 

Jeanne Gilliland 2-April 

Melinda Carden 3-April 

Mary Minotto 3-April 

Trent Ballard 4-April 

James McGuire 8-April 

Marie Packer 9-April 

Wyatt Simcox 9-April 

Meg Smith 9-April 

Sharon Murphy 11-April 

  

Gene Elder 18-April 

Margaret Blackley 19-April 

Thomas W. Hughes 19-April 

Tami Lewis 20-April 

Halle Hagenau 20-April 

Evelyn Ufere 21-April 

Brooke Bliss 23-April 

Clarice Elder 26-April 

Patricia Hibbard 29-April 

Claire Shepherd 29-April 

Nancy Nutter 30-April 

 - 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 1 
 

2 3 
PW– CT 10 am 

CE Meeting 7pm 

Choir 7:30pm 

4  
Lenten Towers 

Group 2:30pm 

Magic Club 5 pm 

Young life 6 pm 

5 
 

6 

7 
Youth Group 5 pm 

 

Stephen Ministry 

7 pm 

8 
Finance Admin. 

6:30pm 

9 10 
Choir 7:30 pm 

11  
Lenten Towers 

Group 2:30pm 

Young life 6 pm 

Stephen Ministry  

12 
PW Book Circle  

10am 

13 
Children’s Party @ 

McAdam         

Residence 2-4pm 

LNP Circle of 

14 Palm Sunday 

Brunch & Egg Hunt 

10 am 

Senior Adult Masters 

Viewing 12 pm 

PW Circle 12pm 

Stephen Ministry 

4:30 pm 

Circle of Grace 5 pm 

15 

 
Magic Club 6 pm 

16 
Worship      

Ministry Team  

7 pm 

 
Good News 

Deadline 

17 
Choir 7:30 pm 

18 
Lenten Towers  

Group 2:30pm 

Young life 6 pm 

Maundy Thursday 

Service 7:30 pm 

19 
Good Friday 

Service 7:30 pm 

 

MVPS Holiday 

 

Prayer Vigil 

20 

 

 
 

 

Prayer Vigil 

21 Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Service 

7 am 

Worship 11 am 

Stephen Ministry 

7 pm 

Prayer Vigil 

22 
Office Closed  

 

MVPS Holiday 

23 24 

 
Choir 7:30 pm 

 

Good News 

Published 

25 
Young life 6 pm 

Stephen Ministry 

7:30 pm 

26 27 

28 
  Session Meeting     

12 pm 

Youth Group 5 pm 

Stephen Ministry 

7 pm 

29 30     



April 2019 

April 7                   5th Sunday in Lent 

 

SCRIPTURE: John 12:1-8 

10:00 This Sunday Activities  

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K) 

Children: (Kirk Center, Grades 1-5) 

Youth: (Gailey Hall) 

Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) – David Hill  

  John 12:1-8 (Mary’s Extravagant Gift)   

 2. Quest (Session Room)  

                     Jesus Resurrection:  Is There Hope? 

        

April 14                                   Palm Sunday 

  

SCRIPTURE: Luke 19:28-40 

10:00 This Sunday Activities: BRUNCH 

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K) 

 

  

April 21                                    Easter Sunday 

 

SCRIPTURE: Luke 24:1-12 

10:00 This Sunday Activities  

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K) 

Children: (Kirk Center, Grades 1-5) 

Youth: (Gailey Hall) 

Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) – Pat Davis 

  Luke 24:1-12 (Christ Has Risen) 

 2. Quest  

  Jesus’ Promise: Who is the Holy Spirit?  
 

April 28    2nd Sunday of Easter 

 

SCRIPTURE: John 20:19-31   

10:00 This Sunday Activities  

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K) 

Children: (Kirk Center, Grades 1-5) 

Youth: (Gailey Hall) 

Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) – Sam McClurg 

  John 20:19-31  (My Lord and My God)   

 2.       Quest (Session Room)  

  Jesus’ Vision:  What is God’s Dream for the World? 
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