Good News

Happy spring! Grass is growing and flowers are blooming. Of course, that
also means we’ll soon, if not already, be cutting that growing grass and sneezing
from the blooming flowers. With change, even welcome change, there are
challenges.

I have shared with our MVPC Session that [ am currently reading a book,
Canoeing the Mountains, the focus of which is Christian leadership in uncharted
territory. Using the story of the Lewis and Clark expedition as a backdrop, the author
applies insights from organizational leadership and missional theology to discuss
what it means for Christians to lead when the journey goes “off the map.”

Lewis and Clark had been given a mandate by President Thomas Jefferson to
locate the water route that would connect the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean.
But rather than finding that water route, they found stretching out for miles and miles
as far as the eyes could see mountain peaks with more mountain peaks beyond them,
1.e. the Rocky Mountains.

The author maintains this is where the church finds itself today, in territory
that it has to find new ways to navigate. The canoes of the past will not navigate the
reality of the mountains ahead.

If you’ve been in worship or in meetings with me over this past year, you
have heard me say numerous times that not only is Mount Vernon Presbyterian in a
time of transition, so is The Church. That seems to make it doubly hard for us here at
MVPC as we are living in this time between installed pastors and also navigating the
uncharted territory of the reality of, as the author of this book, Tod Bolsinger, says,
“...when Sundays are more about soccer and Starbucks than about Sabbath.”

With all of this reality, it is so easy and tempting to be discouraged. That is
why Holy Week is so important to the life of the church. We tend to focus on Easter,
the grand and glorious celebration of Christ’s resurrection from the dead and defeat
of sin and death for us all. But, if we only look at Easter, we forego the true meaning
of Easter...resurrection and renewal.

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday when we will process with Palms as we
remember Jesus riding on a donkey into Jerusalem, heralded by those along the road,
waving palm branches and throwing their cloaks on the road. They thought their new
ruler had arrived.

We move to Maundy Thursday when Jesus is gathered with his disciples and
other followers for Passover. Jesus tells them it is his last meal with them and they
do not understand. We will come together at 7:30 that evening to hear scripture, to
pray, to sing, and to gather around The Lord’s Table and remember the events of that
evening that lead up to the next day.

That next day, Good Friday, we will again come together at 7:30 to hear from
those who were closest to Jesus when he was crucified. We will also have an Easter
Prayer Vigil in the MVPC chapel that will begin at noon on Good Friday and
continue until 7 a.m. on Easter morning.
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Youth Ministry

A BIG thank you to Steve Ray and his team of Jon Barber, Larry
2 Peji, and Ben and Lisa Cumming for taking our youth to Feed the

| Hungry in March. Steve reported that around 100 folks were
provided with sandwiches, chips, fruit, drinks, and candy.

Below is the sign-up link for serving as the second adult and for
dinner for Sunday night youth group. We must always have two
adults signed up otherwise we are unable to have youth group.
Please consider signing up to serve as the second adult.

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2738651/false# /
invitation

Children’s Easter Party

On April 13 from 2-4 pm, Sylvia and Don McAdam are hosting an event in their
yard across from the church in Mount Vernon Woods (6422 Vernon Woods Drive
NE Atlanta, GA 30328). We will have a bounce house, ring toss and more for the
kids! We also plan to dye and fill Easter eggs for the church egg hunt the
following day. Light refreshments will be served. We hope you can make it! This
event is open to everyone so please invite your friends and family.

We are requesting donations to fill the Easter Eggs such as candy, toys, bubbles,
etc... that will fit into standard 2.5 inch plastic Easter Eggs.



https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2738651/false#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2738651/false#/invitation

Christian Education

April 14 Celebration for Nursery Supervisor, Kathy Grawe

Many of you have known Kathy over the years through your contact with her as
nursery care giver for your children. What you might not know is that Kathy started
in our nursery on Easter Sunday in 1989. WOW, that’s 30 years of service to this
congregation. It's time to recognize and celebrate this incredible journey with her.
We will do that during our April 14 brunch. We have been so blessed to have her as
our nursery supervisor for all these years.

Lenten Small Groups

We have 44 people participating in our 4 Lenten small groups. That's something to
celebrate! We are having a great time together as we enjoy fellowship, study,
discussion, and prayer. We so appreciate the leadership of Sam McClurg, Gloria
Gillespie, Pat Davis, and Tim Southard as they facilitate these groups each week.

The groups conclude on Palm Sunday. Be watching for our next round of small
group experiences starting in September. Complete details about them will be
coming in August.

VBS Rescheduled to 2020

The C.E. committee and Session have decided to take a break from our usual
summer VBS program and postpone it until next summer. There were several reasons
for that decision. Increasingly, our VBS program has drawn fewer and fewer children
from our own congregation (only 4 elementary kids available this year). The planning
leadership needed to staff VBS has been provided by the same group of volunteers for
several years and they no longer have children in the program. New leadership has
not been available to fill those vacancies. Also, our VBS program has not served as an
outreach ministry to the community to the degree we hoped and has largely become
a “day care” program for parents who simply rotate their children between various
morning VBS programs.

This decision was not easy. We fully expect to put summer VBS back on the
calendar in 2020. In the meantime, we will be planning some other special events for
children/parents this summer.

Our C.E. committee members are David Hill, Pat Davis, Mary McClurg (moderator)
and Carrie Southard. They would welcome any feedback you might want to convey.

Palm Sunday Brunch & Easter Egg Hunt

Save-the-date for our church Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, April 14! Brunch for
everyone is at 10 am in Fellowship Hall with crafts and activities for the children
followed by the Easter Egg hunt on the playground around 10:30 am.

*
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Good News

Stephen Ministry

Our five Stephen Ministers in training, Joy Carden, Mary McClurg,
Bruce Morine, Carolina Kirby-Smith are attending fifty hours of
training in two and a half hour segments with Stephen Leader, Pat
Bartee, until June 9. They have pre-class reading as well. This is the
commitment level of these servant ministers who want a deeper life in
Christ so they can be used by Him to help support others in our new
laypersons Christian Care-giving ministry. When you are hurting,
when you are floundering, when you need someone to walk with you
through difficulty to help you lighten your grief or anxiety and to
remind you of God's presence and care, our ministers will be

there. Coming soon...summer of 2019!

Gratitude

The Attaway family is very thankful for our Mount Vernon Presbyterian
Church community. Your prayers, acts of kindness, and your sympathy
during Bill’s illness and subsequent death have meant so much to us.
During this sad time, we have felt surrounded by God’s love and care
because of your love and care for us. Our hearts are filled with gratitude
and love for the congregation and the staff.

Concerns of the Congregation

In extended care: Margaret Blackley, Lorraine Moore and Jack
Ward. Please keep these individuals and their families in your
prayers.

—
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Senior Adult Ministry

The Senior Adult Ministry Team had a super time enjoying different soups and
salads on a chilly March day. We also learned a lot about one another that we
didn’t know before. For example, who has gone sky diving? Who was the
elementary school jump rope champion? Who shot a golf game with the same
score as his age? (You'll have to ask someone who was there!)

In the meantime, mark April 14 on your calendar for a Masters’ Golf Tournament
viewing party after church in Gailey Hall!

Beginning Thursday, April 11, we will be meeting at 9 am each week at Perimeter
Mall to walk the mall. Strap those shoes on and join us for as much walking as you
want! We will meet by the escalators on the ground floor. No need to sign up - just
come and bring a friend!




Presbyterian Women

J
AY‘; We enjoyed meeting with Mike Gillespie in March discussing the
= Christian Education Program. Thank you Mike! In April, the Day

Circle will meet on the 9th and the Sunday Circle will meet on the
14th. Rev. Haynes will talk to us about the Presbyterian Church and
the issues that unite and divide us. The Book Circle will meet on
the 12th and review The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch and Jeffrey
Zaslow. The Circle of Grace will meet on the 14th at the home of
Shelly Ray. The retreat that we usually have in April will take place
next fall.
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On March 17 several of our
members also attended the Annual
Gathering of Presbyterian Women
in the Greater Atlanta

Presbytery. It was held at Trinity
Presbyterian Church. Sarah
Chalpan carried our banner in the
the procession, and Pat Bartee was
recognized for the Honorary Life
Membership award that she
received last year. The keynote
speaker was Rev. Aisha
Brooks-Lytle.
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Good News

Congratulations

Congratulations to Alice Ann Lever for being named Undergraduate Teaching
Assistant of the Year for Science at Georgia Tech! Alice Ann is a junior at Georgia
Tech.

Congratulations to James McGuire! As a student-athlete at The Miami University
(Ohio), James, a Sophomore, recently broke the school's record for the 400-meter
Individual Medley (IM) with a time of 3:50.84. The IM is a combination of
backstroke, breaststroke, butterfly, and freestyle.

Congratulations to the Gilreath family!

Levi Daniel Hunter was born on December 30,
2018 to Kathleen and Matthew Hunter.
Grandparents are Ron and Melisha Gilreath.

(Susan’s article continued...)

We are left to our own on Saturday, to ponder what we have experienced over
the span of Holy Week. And then...on Easter morning, we will come together to
celebrate the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ...the pinnacle moment of the
Christian calendar...the day we celebrate the most important day of all of history. We
will gather on the patio at 7 a.m. for our Easter Sunrise Service and also gather in the
sanctuary at 11 a.m. to raise our voices in glorious praise.

There’s a lot going on during Holy Week and I know it is difficult to
participate in each and every aspect of Holy Week. Find the time. Have the courage.
Be at and participate in all of these opportunities to, as our theme for the Lenten
Season has been...Take Up Your Cross. I have no doubt that your faith will be \
strengthened as together we navigate the uncharted territory before us. YOUR CROSS

Blessings,

Suwsarv




Senior Six

We're starting something new! Every month, our newsletter will profile a senior in
what we are calling Senior Six. The person will be either a Senior Adult or a High
School Senior who will answer the same 6 questions. Our very first profile is Eleanor
Brazell, whose creative enterprises and interesting life inspired this series. Enjoy!

1. How did you end up at MVPC?

When Jim and | married, we shopped around for a Presbyterian church. Although |
had been brought up a Baptist, Jim would not be moved. After we began attending
MV, we saw the house across the street was for sale, so we bought it, our first
housel! When Elizabeth came along, she and | walked across the street to
pre-school. It was great to be so close that we could walk to church.

2. What keeps you coming back?

Friends and memories keep me coming back. Having been a member since 1961,
there have been lots of both!l One of my favorites is Doyne Michie leading us in_Go
Tell it on the Mountain on Christmas Eve with his intense and happy enthusiasm. |
have been privileged to know all the ministers who served the church during our
years there. As my mobility has decreased so has my attendance, which saddens
me.

3. What's one thing most people don’t know about you?

| have a tendency to collect things, especially quilting fabric and tiny houses. | also
have never watched a soap opera or a situation comedy on television.

4. If you had a time machine, would you use it to go back in time or into the future?
Why?

| would go back in time when people talked to each other instead of staring at their
phones, when we actually knew our neighbors, when mothers could stay home with
their young children, and when people were more polite. There were no robo calls
then. A true blessing.
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Senior Six

5. What would your superpower be and why?
| would like Mary Poppins’ power of instant tidy-up, then | could get on to
something interesting and creative.

6. What's the best piece of advice you've ever been given?

Haste makes waste, given by my grandmother, as a reminder to take the time to do
something right. As a quilter, | know this prevents a lot of ripping out mistakes.

Gailey Hall Furniture

We are in process of updating Gailey Hall. The furniture has served its purpose
and we need to retire what we currently have. If you have new or slightly used
furniture that is in good condition that you may no longer need, please let Steve
Ray know. He will be responsible for coordinating getting furniture. Please know
if we don't think it will serve GH needs, we may donate it to CAC for their Thrift
Shop.




Session Synposis

At the March 17, 2019 Stated Meeting of the MVPC Session, the following

occurred:

« Heard an update from the Pastor Nominating Committee. They have reviewed
many PIFs and are holding Skype interviews with several identified candidates.

« Led by the Strategic Planning Ministry, the Session continues to engage in the
visioning process the Session began in January. In addition to daily prayer for
discernment, the elders are pondering several questions regarding MVPC and
its future direction.

« The Session ministries are currently engaged in updating its job descriptions
and ministry tasks.

o The Witness Ministry Team will be disassembling the member photo board in
the hallway outside the church office and replacing it with bulletin boards for
the ministries of Session to have a visible communications avenue.

« The Worship Ministry Team reported the move of the First Cup service to the
Kirk Center has gone well. The summer service schedule of one service at 10
a.m. will begin Memorial Weekend (May 26) through the Sunday of Labor Day
weekend (Sept. 1). There will be a Good Friday service on 7:30 p.m. during
Holy Week in addition to the Maundy Thursday service at 7:30.

« The Youth Ministry reported the youth will go on a mission trip in the
Asheville area in June and is also considering several daily in-town mission
opportunities during the summer. The search for the Youth Director
continues. Mike Gillespie, Sylvia McAdam, and Susan Haynes have been
leading the Sunday night youth program with support from some of the
parents.

« The Senior Adult Ministry has planned several activities for the next several
months including a Masters Tournament Watch Party in Gailey Hall on April
14.

« The Christian Education Ministry reported 44 of 48 slots for the four Lenten
small groups are filled. A men’'s group, The Fellowship of the Carpenter, is
forming and will meet those months that have a 5t Sunday. Sylvia McAdam
has offered her home for a Children’s Party on Saturday, April 13 from 2-4
p.m. to reach out to the children of Vernon Woods. Eggs will be prepared for
the MVPC Annual Easter Egg Hunt the next day and the children will also be
invited to attend the Easter Egg Hunt.




Good News

Session Synposis

The Congregational Care Ministry continues to provide support and
encouragement to MVPC members and friends. In her new role as Interim
Director of Congregational Care, Elizabeth Small is developing a visitation
schedule for those who are homebound as well as visiting members in the
hospital. The Stephen Ministry training program, led by Pat Bartee, has begun
with seven people being trained to serve as Stephen Ministers.

The Finance and Administration Ministry presented the financial information for
the month of February and year-to-date.

Month of Feb [YTD 2019 [YTD Annual Budget
Pledge Member Giving $28,509| S75,466 $85,000
Non-Pledge Member Giving $3,878| $6,430 $9,000
Loose Offering $599 $935 $833
Prepaid 2019 Pledges 0| $18,300 $18,300
TOTAL $32,986| $101,131 $113,133

There were almost $13,000 in flood repairs to the Activities Building.
Personnel is currently working on updating job descriptions for all staff
positions and then will move into a staff evaluation process.

The Fellowship Ministry has developed its calendar of activities for the year. Next
up is the brunch at 10 a.m. on Palm Sunday. The annual Easter Egg Hunt will also
occur at the same time.

The 2019 Special Offerings and Communion Offerings for the remainder of the
year, as presented by the Outreach Ministry Team, were approved. There will be
one person traveling to Zambia this fall to represent MVPC to the Garden
Presbyterian School. MVPC continues to provide support for the salaries of the
teachers there.

The Young Adult Task Force reported 10 people attended the recent gathering at
Porter Pizza and Brewing. Another get-together is being planned.

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving and How We Have Seen God at Work
Among Us were shared by those elders serving as meeting observers.




Zambia Scholarship

Dear Sponsors,

Greetings to you and your family, | believe the good Lord is keeping you fine
and safe, me and my family are doing fine God is keeping us.
| am STEVEN MITI under ACE/CACZ sponsorship; | am doing fashion and designing
at EVELYN HONE COLLEGE.
| started the program on 14 January 2019, and the experience so far is good. | am
enjoying the program and getting to understand and acquire more knowledge about
the things | hardly knew about fashion designing and through the good learning.
| am now able to teach my fellows on things have covered; this course is something
| am doing with passion and promising to work harder and harder.

Am really thankful for the support you are showing forth to me through
sponsorship, | really thank God for you and your families may he continue adding
more years and more blessings to your life and also continue helping people with
financial problems just like me and my family.

| really thank you for the job well done. | never expected this to happen, it's a
dream coming true am really glad THANK YOU very much.

Yours faithful,
Steven Miti

MP MEDIA




Communion Offering

The April Communion Offering is for the International Women'’s
House, a shelter for abused immigrant and refugee women and
their children.

Most needed items include paper towels, bathroom tissue,
household cleaning supplies, laundry and dish detergent,
non-perishable pantry goods (especially sugar, flour, spices,
etc.), children’s arts/crafts and school supplies, umbrellas,
diapers, and grocery store gift cards. Please place your
donations in the outreach bin outside the church office any time
during the month of April. Thank you for your generosity.

For more information about the shelter, go online

to internationalwomenshouse.org.

Family Promise

A big thank you to
everyone who had a hand
in Family Promise in
March! We hosted 3
wonderful families.

Pictured: Baby Etta and
Jeanne Hagenau setting

up

Several of our church
members attended the
first ever fundraiser for
Family Promise, Meals
with Meaning on
Thursday, March 21st.
The event was a huge
success and completely
sold out.

2019 Session Members
and Ministry Teams

Christian Education
Mary McClurg
Carrie Southard

Senior Adults
Donna Martin

Fellowship
David Barclift

Melinda Carden

Outreach
Quinton Fisher
Gill Hutt

Finance/Administration
Charlie Gray

O Stewardshi
Wit Truitt

Personnel
Bryan McClintock

Youth
Jon Barber

Congregational Care
Joy Carden

Witness
Mackenzie Truitt
Pat Davis

Strategic Planning
Donna Neumann

Worship
Christy Hill

Clerk of Session
Malinda Holmes

Moderator
Rev. Susan Haynes



http://internationalwomenshouse.org/

April 2019

Sun
I 2 3 4 5 6
PW-CT 10 am Lenten Towers
CE Meeting 7pm Group 2:30pm
Choir 7:30pm Magic Club 5 pm
Young life 6 pm
7 8 9 10 I 12 13
Youth Group 5 pm Finance Admin. Choir 7:30 pm Lenten Towers | PW Book Circle | Children’s Party @
6:30pm Group 2:30pm 10am McAdam
Stephen Ministry Young life 6 pm Residence 2-4pm
7 pm Stephen Ministry LNP Circle of
I 4 Palm Sunday I 5 I 6 I 7 I 8 I 9 20
Brunch & Egg Hunt Worship Choir 7:30 pm Lenten Towers Good Friday
10 am , Ministry Team Group 2:30pm | Service 7:30 pm
Sen\i/c?r AduItIZMasters Magic Club 6 pm 7 ;m Youngplife 6F;m P
iewing 12 pm .
PW Circle 12pm Maun.dy Thursday | MVPS Holiday
- Service 7:30 pm
Stephen Ministry Good News Praver Vigil P Visil
4 4:30 pm Deadline 4 g rayer Vigi
Circle of Grace 5 pm
2| Easter Sunday 22 23 24 25 26 27
Sunrise Service Office Closed Young life 6 pm
7 am i Stephen Ministry
Worship |1 am MVPS Holiday Choir 7:30 pm 7:30 pm
Stephe;npl‘:qlnlstry Good News
Prayer Vigil Published
28 29 30
Session Meeting
12 pm
Youth Group 5 pm
Stephen Ministry
7 pm
* .
April Birthdays
. . Gene Elder 18-April
David Earhart 2-April Mary Smith 11-April Margaret Blackley ~ 19-April
Jeanne Gilliland 2-April Mary Frances 11-April Thomas W. Hughes  19-April
Melinda Carden 3-April Walt Walker 11-April Tami Lewis 20-April
Mary Minotto 3-April Ty McCormick 12-April Halle Hagenau 20-April
Trent Ballard 4-April Stan Williams 12-April Evelyn Ufere 21-April
James McGuire 8-April Herb Young 12-April Brooke Bliss 23-April
Marie Packer 9-April Elizabeth Earhart 13-April Clarice Elder 26-April
Wyatt Simcox 9-April Iva Corbin 15-April Patricia Hibbard 29-April
Meg Smith 9-April Linda Thomas 15-April Claire Shepherd 29-April
Sharon Murphy 11-April Lisa McGuire 17-April Nancy Nutter 30-April

—
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April 2019
April 7 5t Sunday in Lent

SCRIPTURE: John 12:1-8
10:00 This Sunday Activities
Childcare: (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K)
Children:  (Kirk Center, Grades |-5)
Youth: (Gailey Hall)
Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) — David Hill
John 12:1-8 (Mary’s Extravagant Gift)
2. Quest (Session Room)
Jesus Resurrection: Is There Hope!?

April 14 Palm Sunday

SCRIPTURE: Luke 19:28-40
10:00 This Sunday Activities: BRUNCH
Childcare: (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K)

April 21 Easter Sunday
SCRIPTURE: Luke 24:1-12

10:00 This Sunday Activities
Childcare: (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K)
Children:  (Kirk Center, Grades |-5)
Youth: (Gailey Hall)
Adult: I. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) — Pat Davis
Luke 24:1-12 (Christ Has Risen)
2, Quest
Jesus’ Promise: Who is the Holy Spirit?

April 28 2"! Sunday of Easter

SCRIPTURE: John 20:19-31
10:00 This Sunday Activities
Childcare: (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K)
Children:  (Kirk Center, Grades |-5)
Youth: (Gailey Hall)
Adult: I. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) — Sam McClurg
John 20:19-31 (My Lord and My God)
2. Quest (Session Room)
Jesus’ Vision: What is God’s Dream for the World?
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Return Service Requested

Got News? We'd love to hear from you! Send us your news so we can

celebrate, laugh, andfor cry with you. After all, we are FAMILY. Deadline

for news is the third Tuesday of each month for the next month’s + "
newsletter. Send your submissions to lauren@mvpchurch.org. G « il g
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Mount Vernon Presbyterian

Rev. Susan Haynes Interim Fastor susan@mvpchurch.org

Matthias Young Interim Music Directar matthias@ mvpchurch.org

Elizabeth Small Interim Director of Congregational Care  elizabeth@mvpchurch.org

Steve Ray Church Finance and Operations steve@mvpchurch.org

Mike Gillespie Director of Christian Education mike@mvpchurch.org

Jill Thompson Administrative Assistant jill@mvpchurch.org

Lauren McClintock Comem, & Mem, Coardinator lauren@mvpchurch.org

Yvonne White FingneclalSecretary yvonne@myvpchurch.org

Won-Hee An Organist wonhee.an@gmail.com (e Genesis 6.8) 0700-2010
TWO ANTS? YOU HAVE ONLY TWO ANTS?!? MY
WIFE AND | EAT LIKE 100,000 PER DAY
EACH!

www.mvpchurch.org

facebook.com/mountvernonpresbyterianchurch/
Instagram: mvp__church
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