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 This time last year, I had just begun my time here at MVPC as your      
interim pastor.  The first time I met most of the 2018 Session was on Friday night 
at the annual Session retreat.  Now I can connect names with faces for many of 
you.  For me, that is a wonderful feeling because being able to do that represents 
relationship. 
 One of the things we will focus on this year is building relationships…our 
relationships with one another, our relationship with God, and continue to        
support and build upon the relationships MVPC has made over the years with our 
mission partners.   
 I have heard over and over this year how much you like and want to be 
together in ways beyond our time of worship.  It is in those more informal times 
of gathering together, where we have the opportunity to engage with each other 
and enjoy each other, that relationships are formed.   

Relationship won’t happen…relationship with each other…relationship 
with our Lord…unless we engage in things that will foster relationship.  I hope 
each of you will seek out ways this year to build new relationships within this 
church family, as well as deepen those relationships you already have.  I hope 
each of you will seek out ways to deepen your relationship with our Lord. The 
Session, through its ministries, can provide opportunities for you to deepen those 
relationships, but YOU have to be an active participant for those relationships to 
flourish.  What a gift it would be for your next installed pastor to arrive and find 
a church family that has a deep sense of connection with God and with one      
another! 
 
Blessings, 
 

Susan 





 

mailto:mike@mvpchurch.org
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1 Corinthians.12:12-31a – New Revised Standard Version 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.13For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit.  14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member 
but of many. 15If the foot were to say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to 
the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear were 
to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make 
it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the 
hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell 
be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 
chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are 
many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of 
you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ 22On the contrary, the 
members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those       
members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, 
and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our 
more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, 
giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension 
within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one 
member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice 
together with it.  27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of 
it. 28And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of 
leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all interpret? 31But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a 
still more excellent way. 
          Organ transplants have been saving lives for years.  By checking a box on 
our driver's license renewal form, or adding a line to our wills, our kidneys, livers, 
lungs, hearts and more can be transplanted to increase the quantity and quality of 
the recipients’ lives.  
          July 2015, transplant surgery took another giant step forward when Zion 
Harvey, an 8-year-old boy in Baltimore, became the first person to receive a     
transplant of both hands!  
This was an amazing feat celebrated by Zion, his family, the medical community, 
and many others. While articles lauded the accomplishment, Dr. L. Scott Levin  
reminded people of the cost of Zion’s transplant surgery. Dr. Levin explained the 
operation was only possible because there was a donor, another young boy who 
had died. He talked about that family's generosity: 

"I think the difference is finding a family who has the courage to relinquish 
the arms of a child who just died and give hope and life and quality of life 
to a child whose still living." 
The reports of Zion's amazing hand transplant also mentioned another cost. 

To keep his body from rejecting the transplant, Zion will need to take medication 
for the rest of his life. The side effects of that medication include increased chances 
of infection and cancer.  
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Doctors and scientists have been working to eliminate both of those costs. 
Being able to generate body parts from the patient's own tissue would eliminate the 
need for a donor, and dramatically increase the body's ability to assimilate the new 
part as its own.  This may sound like science fiction, but it is starting to       hap-
pen. While scientists are not to the point of regenerating anything as complex as a 
hand, they have been able to generate noses, ears, and blood vessels in              la-
boratories.  
          Doctors and scientists create a "scaffold"-a mold of sorts, in the proper 
shape.  
On the scaffold, they place some of the patient's own cells and then put all these 
parts in an environment where the cells are given proper nutrition and an optimal 
environment for growth. The cells multiply and form a new nose, for example. The 
scaffold, made of a biodegradable material, will eventually disappear, leaving     
behind a new part just like the one that needs to be replaced.  
           The results are promising. When transplanted into the patient, the organs 
have a low rejection rate, and, in many patients, they function just like the original. 
In other words, this is not just a cosmetic fix, but a true replacement…not            
aftermarket parts, but OEM --original equipment manufacturer -- parts. They look 
and function just like our own bodies –  
           Because they are!  
Researchers have great hope for this technology as they work on more complicated 
body parts like kidneys, lungs and livers.  
          In today's scripture reading, the apostle Paul uses the parts of the body as an 
illustration for what it means to be the church. He, too, is looking for ways each 
part of the body will function best. Paul's letter was written to a church in the city 
of Corinth and like every church, then and now, it was made up of people with  
varying gifts given to them by the Holy Spirit. Some had gifts for preaching and 
teaching. Others were gifted in mission and service. Some were gifted with great 
business sense and were good at generating wealth. Others had the gift of caring 
for the home, family, and one another.  
          Rather than saying some of the gifts of the Spirit are more important than 
others, Paul compares each member of the church to the members of a body. A 
group of believers, he says, is greater than the sum of its parts. We are not a        
homogenous group, but a group of different parts assembled by God to represent 
Christ to the greater community.  
           On the surface, it may appear as though a church is a loose collection of 
people united by geography. People attend a particular church for various             
reasons…it may be convenient to their home, they like the music or the pastor or 
their best friend goes to the church. There is a myriad of reasons people choose to 
attend a particular church. People in a church may attend a Sunday school class or 
small group or help with the youth group or join a committee. For the most part it 
stops there. People get involved as much, or as little, as they like. Then, when the 
church is no longer meeting their needs, or they begin to disagree with statements 
the church or the denomination the church is a part of or the pastor has made, they 
can simply stop attending and withdraw or transfer their membership to some other 
church.  
 Sometimes we find there are those in the church who don't quite seem to fit. 
Perhaps they have a minority opinion or gifts and interests that are vastly different 
than most of the other members of the church.  
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Maybe a congregation thinks it represents a certain political party, a specific 
race, favors one gender over another, or a particular age demographic. When one 
member senses they are not part of the "in" group, they may feel shut out and un-
wanted. Like a body rejecting a transplant, these members feel cut off from the rest 
of the group.  
            Church membership or affiliation is not a responsibility we ought to take 
lightly. It is different from a book club or a gym membership. We don't just show 
up to have our needs met. We aren’t here to be with people just like us. Church 
membership isn’t like a loyalty card at the local grocery store. We don't join just to 
receive frequent worship blessings. We are not stockholders whose time of service 
and financial investment necessarily give us a say in setting the direction of the 
church's future. We can simply walk away from a grocery store or gym or club 
when things are not going our way, when we stop getting what we want. We can be 
as committed, or as distant, as we see fit.  
           Today's scripture reading demands a deeper commitment from those of us 
who are a part of the Body of Christ…a member of a church. In 1 Corinthians 12, 
we see the connection we are to have within the Church. Our connection to one an-
other in Christ is to be much more than our connection with a fellow member of our 
tennis team or the Rotary Club. We are eyes, ears, feet and hands. We are part of 
the body of Christ. We are dependent upon one another, and we function best when 
we realize that despite our differences, we all work together toward the same goal.  
          Paul had no idea about the wonderful things science would one day do to re-
generate body parts today. Yet his illustration about how the church should function 
as the human body functions still works. Our individual gifts and abilities shape us 
uniquely for the tasks God calls each of us to within the body of Christ. Our differ-
ences are not to be minimized, but celebrated.  
Each of us has different gifts and the gifts we each have are necessary to fulfill the 
work of the whole body…the work God calls the church to do…and it’s a work no 
other group or organization or institution in the world does.  

Some of us are talkers and others thinkers. Some of us are planners and oth-
ers doers. Some of us find energy while reaching out to the poor and needy, and 
others when ministering to the children through Sunday school and our youth pro-
grams. Some are excited about the music and preaching that draw people to us on a 
Sunday morning, others call us to go outside of our walls to love those who feel 
shut out. 

We think differently. We are different. And that is okay. This is God's de-
sign for us.  
God has assembled us into the body just how God wants it. Our task is to work to-
gether to serve Christ in all that we do. The first verses of 1 Corinthians 12, which 
we discussed last Sunday, remind us that our differing gifts come from the same 
Spirit. Although we have different gifts and are different people, we are one body 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are created in the image of God, redeemed by the blood of Christ, and strength-
ened and renewed by the Holy Spirit.  
Together we celebrate others whose roles are different from ours and together we 
work for the common goal of sharing the love and saving mercy of Jesus Christ 
with each other, and more importantly, with those who have not yet encountered 
the grace and saving mercy of Jesus Christ we have encountered. 
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Today we ordain and install elders to serve on the Session of this congrega-
tion. They will join other elders on the Session and bring different gifts to the 
work and ministry they are promising to do in their role as spiritual leaders of this 
congregation. I am firmly convinced God calls the people into the life of any par-
ticular church to do all God calls that part of the Body of Christ to do at any partic-
ular time. But the question is: will each of us use our gifts…because it takes every-
one’s gifts to fully live into that which God calls us to do. We know some of our 
number are no longer able to do what they once did. That means those of us who 
are must fill in the gap as they filled in the gaps previously. We, each one of us, is 
here at this time in the life of this church…Mount Vernon Presbyterian…for a rea-
son. 
          As those who will be ordained and installed today come forward, I invite 
and encourage each of you to think about the gifts God has given you. Then, don’t 
wait for someone to ask you to use your gifts. I would like nothing more than for 
my email inbox and my telephone to be filled with messages from you saying: 

“I have a gift for ______________.  Where can I serve at MVPC?” 
If you will do that, I will see that you are contacted by the people here who can 
insure your gifts…your gifts that are greatly needed here…are used so that this 
part of the Body of Christ, Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church, can answer God’s 
call on its life. 

Come on folks! Fill up my email…fill up my voicemail…say to God 
through the ministry and mission of this church of which you are a part…“Here I 
am Lord, use me!” 



 

 

  Week of 1/21-1/27/19 YTD 2019 2019 Budget 

Member Giving $18,810  $52,565  $523,700  

Loose Offering $80  $286  $5,000  

TOTAL $18,890  $52,851  $528,700  

https://highschoolforzambia.wixsite.com/gardenhill
https://highschoolforzambia.wixsite.com/gardenhill




Erin Jackson 15-Feb 

Louise Lord 17-Feb 

Olivia Paul 17-Feb 

Laura Snipes 18-Feb 

Leigh Thompson 18-Feb 

Don Paul 20-Feb 

Steve Ponsell 20-Feb 

Kim Bridgeford 22-Feb 

George Hammett 22-Feb 

  

  

Mike Hughes 2-Feb 

Eli Maulding 3-Feb 

David Nelson 6-Feb 

Jack Nelson 6-Feb 

Mort Northrop 6-Feb 

Hunter Whitney 7-Feb 

Ella Ponsell 9-Feb 

Jack Ward 11-Feb 

Kate Christian 15-Feb 

  

  

Jim Wingate 22-Feb 

Kimberly Craig 23-Feb 

Viola Craig 23-Feb 

Taylor Doyle 23-Feb 

Julia Swanson 23-Feb 

John Allen 24-Feb 

Thomas Ufere 25-Feb 

Karen Camp 28-Feb 

Chad Plumly II 28-Feb 
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3    TJ Shirley 

Reception 

10am& noon 
 

Youth Group 5pm 

4 
PNC Meeting 

7pm 

5 
PW-CT 10am 

 

CE Meeting 

7pm 

6 
Choir 7:30 pm 

7 
Young life       

6 pm 

8 
PW Book Cir-

cle 10am 

9 

10   Annual  

Meeting 10 am 

No Sunday School 

Circle of Grace 5pm 

Youth Group 5 pm 

11 
Finance Admin. 

6:30 pm 
 

 

12 

 
PNC Meeting       

7 pm 

13 
Men’s Lunch 

11:45am 

 

Choir 7:30 pm 

14 
Young life       

6 pm 

15 16 

17 
 

Session Meeting 

12pm 
 

Youth Group 5pm 

18 
 

 

Presidents’ Day 

19 
Worship          

Ministry Team     

7 pm 

Good News   

Deadline 

20 
Choir 7:30 pm 

 
PNC Meeting       

7 pm 

21 
Young life       

6 pm 

22 23 

24 
 
Youth Group 5pm 

25 
 

PNC Meeting       

7 pm 

26 
 

27 
Choir 7:30 pm 

 

Good News 

Published 

28 
Young life       

6 pm 

 

LNP Board 

Meeting 6 pm 

  



February 2019 

February 3                                     

 

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 71:1-6 and 1 Cor. 13:1-13 

10:00 This Sunday Activities  

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K) 

Children: (Kirk Center, Grades 1-5) 

Youth: (Gailey Hall) 

Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) – Sam McClurg 

  Feb. 3 Jer. 1:4-10 (Jeremiah’s call and commission)   
 2. Quest (Session Room) 10 Things Christians Don’t Need to Believe:                           

  #9: God Loves Straight People but Not Gay People 

   

  

February 10                                      

  

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 138 and Luke 5:1-11 
10:00 This Sunday Activities: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES --Please attend the          

congregational meeting at 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall 

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K) 

Children: (Kirk Center, Grades 1-5) 

  

  

February 17                                      

 

SCRIPTURE: Guest Preacher-Elizabeth Small   

10:00 This Sunday Activities  

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K) 

Children: (Kirk Center, Grades 1-5) 

Youth: (Gailey Hall) 

Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) – Joy Carden 

  Feb. 17  Luke 6:17-26 (Blessings and Woes) 
 2. Quest (Session Room) 10 Things Christians Don’t Need to Believe:                         

  #10: It’s OK for Christians to be Judgmental   

 

  

February 24      

 

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 and Luke 6:27-38    

10:00 This Sunday Activities  

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K) 

Children: (Kirk Center, Grades 1-5) 

Youth: (Gailey Hall) 

Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) – David Hill 

  Feb. 24   Luke 6:17-30  (Love Your Enemies)  
 2.         Quest (Session Room) 10 Things Christians Don’t Need to Believe:                             

  #1: Jesus’ Identity: Who Is Jesus? 

  

  

  
 



PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Got News? 

Mount Vernon Presbyterian 

http://www.mvpchurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/mountvernonpresbyterianchurch/

