Good News

November 2018

E. LISTEN. LOVE. SERVE.

This past month has been both challenging and holy. As you know, my brother Warren
was placed in hospice care the end of September and entered the Church Triumphant on
October 15, following a short illness. | am thankful for your prayers, for your cards, for your
hugs, for the food, for the love of this church family. It’s hard to believe, by the outpouring of
support from the MVPC family, that | have been here for nine months only. However, | know

Nov 4 this is what the Mount Vernon Presbyterian family does...support the family inside our walls and

0 All Saints’ Day share with those outside our walls from the place of blessing we have all experienced here.
Celebration While the following information can be found elsewhere in this newsletter and on our

website, | want to highlight the events and celebrations that are ahead for us in November and

Now 11 December. Please, look at each of these so that we as a church family can celebrate together

¢  Stewardship Sunday and support one another during these times of worship and fellowship. You know from your

O Confirm. Class 10am own family celebrations that something is missing from the celebration when someone from the

family is absent. The same is true for our church family gatherings, whether that be in worship or

Nov 22 times of fellowship. If you have not been connected to this church family for some time, this

0 Thanksgiving: Office Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas seasons are the perfect time to renew your commitment to
Closed through Nov. worship God through the worship, ministry, and mission of Mount Vernon Presbyterian and get
23 reacquainted with your church family. Then, having done so, continue your commitment in the

new year as we all work together to respond to God’s call in our individual lives and as a church.

Here are upcoming events at MVPC for the remainder of 2018. | hope you will do all you can to
be a part. Details can be found elsewhere in this newsletter and in the upcoming December
newsletter.

e Sunday, I1/4 - Celebration of All Saints’ Day — Bring either a photo of or a memento
of a loved one who has joined the Church Triumphant. At both services, we will place these
on the communion table as we come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper.

e Sunday, I11/11 - Stewardship Commitment Sunday — We will place our financial
commitments to God’s worship, ministry, and mission on the communion table as we
continue to Celebrate the Past and Embrace the Future here at MVPC.

e Sunday, 12/2 - 5 p.m. - Ist Sunday of Advent — Annual Hanging of the Greens
Service followed by dinner in Fellowship Hall.

e Sunday, 12/9 = 4 p.m. = 2" Sunday of Advent — Atlanta Concert Band Christmas
Concert

e Tuesday, 12/11 — 6:30 p.m. - Advent Dinner and Worship Service hosted by
Presbyterian Women

e Sunday, 12/23 - 4" Sunday of Advent — Lessons and Carols Worship Service at |1
a.m. (no First Cup service)

e Monday, 12/24 - Christmas Eve

Live Nativity — 5 p.m. outside the MVPC sanctuary
Candlelight Worship Service — 5:30
e Sunday, 12/30 - First Sunday after Christmas — 10 a.m. — Carol Sing, Worship,

and Fellowship in Fellowship Hall

Blessings,
Swsan Haywes

Interim Pastor




“As disciples of

Jesus Christ, we
listen to scripture,
tradition, one
another, and the
world in order to
understand God’s

will for us as

individuals and as

a community”

Youth Ministry

We've really been enjoying our Sunday night times together! We
have had some delicious meals provided by our parents, and some
great bonding activities while learning more about our faith. I'm
always surprised and moved by the thoughtful insights of our
students, and by their great questions. One of our most recent
studies centered on making choices. | remember thinking how |
would have really loved to have been as wise in my choices as
they are when | was in Middle or High School!

Because we have such an abundance of boys, we have also
specifically targeted our senior high girls with a special study
(during Youth Group) just for them. MacKenzie Truitt and Sylvia
McAdam are the leaders of this time together, using the Sticky
Faith book as a guide. This time with the girls means the boys are
getting time together as well, using Hard Questions of Faith as
the basis. We are really blessed to have such awesome teens!

Thanks for always being so supportive!
Elo
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Christian Education

Sunday Morning Church School Classes 10:00-10:45

We have some very good opportunities for all ages during our Sunday
morning church school time.

-Our preschool children in the nursery are being led by Kathy Grawe
and Felicia Lynch.

-Carrie and Lindsay Southard offer our 15t-5t graders a fun and
engaging class environment.

-Youth enjoy some lively discussions around topics like Justice,
Equality, Worship, and Salvation.

-The Feasting on the Word adult class discusses the weekly scripture
focus in the lectionary.

-The Quest class for adults continues its study of Max Lacado’s book:
Traveling Light.

Take advantage of our church school hour. It is an opportunity to grow

* . - - - “A d- . I f
in faith and discipleship. s disciples o

Jesus Christ, we

listen to scripture,
New “WHAT WE BELIEVE" Series tradition, one

Have you ever wondered what Presbyterians believe about an
assortment of topics like Evil, The Bible, Salvation, Grace, The Trinity,
The Resurrection, Baptism, Predestination, Angels, Hell, Eschatology,
Atonement, Miracles, and others. Have you wondered lately what you  understand God’s
believe about some of those topics? will for us as

Our new WHAT WE BELIEVE series offers an overview of
Presbyterian beliefs and viewpoints on a variety of topics we think you
will find engaging. Content in the booklets was written by
Presbyterian clergy and seminary professors. We hope these booklets
will encourage your own reflection about what you believe and why.
They may also be a useful resource when you find yourself in a
conversation with others about faith.

Packets of the booklets in our WHAT WE BELIEVE series are
available on the resource table in the narthex. If you find yourself
thinking of other topics you would like to see added please share those
with our DCE who developed the series. There are currently 28 titles
available.

another, and the

world in order to

individuals and as

a community”




LOVE
“As members of a
family of faith, we
strive to love one
another
unconditionally,
sharing our foys
and standing
beside one

another in our

struggles”

<

Good News

Pray Ground

Our new “Pray Ground” is located in the area right of the pulpit with
two tables and chairs set up for children and parents to use during
the worship service. It is a more relaxing area where they have
more room to use their worship packet resources and also be closer
to the action up front. We would like this area to be limited to the
resources in our worship packets and would appreciate it if parents
would not bring toys from home. Parents or kids are invited to pick
up a worship packet when they enter the sanctuary.

Worship Leaders Needed—11 AM
To provide meaningful opportunities for members of all ages to
become actively involved in the 11:00 worship service, the Worship
Committee is seeking volunteers to serve as worship leaders (also
referred to as “liturgists”) to lead the congregation in the
responsive readings of the Call to Confession and Assurance of
Pardon. Training will be provided. Adults, youth, and children are
welcome—Session membership is not a requirement.

If you are interested, please email Katherine Koops at
kkoops @bellsouth.net.

Concerns of the Congregation

In extended care: Margaret Blackley, Lorraine Moore and Jack
Ward. Please keep all of these individuals and their families in
your prayers.

Advent Schedule

Sunday, December 2: Hanging of the Greens
e Service 5 pm
e Dinner 6 pm
Sunday, December 23: Worship— Lessons & Carols 11 am
December 24-25: Office Closed
Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service
e Live Nativity 5 pm
e Candlelight service 5:30 pm
Sunday, December 30: 11 am worship only



mailto:kkoops@bellsouth.net

Congratulations

Allison Gabrielle Shirley was born at 2:12 pm on Monday, October 15,

2018, weighing 7 Ibs. 13 oz. and 21 inches long. Congratulations to
Maggie, T) and Brooke Shirley!

LOVE

“As members of a

family of faith, we

strive to love one

another

New Member Welcome unconditionally,

sharing our foys
Welcome our newest members, Helen Johnson and Sibyl Plumly.

and standing
They both come from military backgrounds and have been visiting

. h ) besid

our church for quite a while. It was only a matter of time before est e"’"e

they joined our church family. They both attend the 11 am service another in our

and live at the Towers. Please join us in welcoming them! struggles”
Greeters

The Witness Ministry Team is looking for people to serve as greeters on Sunday
mornings during the 9am and 11am services. If you have been looking for a way
to get involved, this is the perfect opportunity for you. You can sign-up for as
many Sundays as your schedule allows and only need to arrive 15 minutes before
service and stay 15 minutes after. Sign-up online here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/80509 4aa8aa2cab9-mvpc



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094aa8aa2cab9-mvpc

Pumpkin Palooza

Thank you to everyone who came to the Pumpkin Palooza on
Sunday evening. A BIG THANKS to our volunteers for hosting a
delicious dinner!

Those who helped in preparation were David Barclift, Steve Ray,
Paula Fisher, Ann Williams & Debbie Barclift.

Afterwards, we had lots of additional helping hands, which was
very nice - Malinda Holmes, Jeanne Mielke, Gloria Gillespie,
Christy & David Hill, and Bryan McClintock.

These events would not be possible without our wonderful
volunteers!

LOVE

“As members of a
family of faith, we
strive to love one
another
unconditionally,
sharing our foys
and standing
beside one
another in our

struggles”
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Presbyterian Women

In October, Elizabeth Small met with the Day Circle and the
Sunday Circle and discussed Feed My Sheep, the Story of Her Years
Feeding the Homeless. We enjoyed hearing about the youth's
experiences providing food and warmth to so many less fortunate
people and how much they gained and learned from these people.

In November, Presbyterian women will host two presentations
on “Caregiving for Family and Self”. The first one will be

on November 11 after the 11:00 service in the Session Room. It
will be led by Raina Nadler, an attorney who has worked in the
areas of probate, criminal, and family law, and Daphne C. Reiley,
who co-authored “A Tapestry of Love: The Spirituality of
Caregiving”. A light lunch will be provided.

The second presentation will be on November 13 at 11:00 in the
Session Room. It will be led by Michael Johnson, LCSW, a licensed
social worker and certified Aging Life Care Manager, and Peggy
Barrett, MSW, who has a Masters degree in Social Work
Administration and chaired the Meals On Wheels America

Board. Light refreshments will be provided.

Everyone is invited to these presentations, men and women! More
information is available in the Narthex.

The Book Circle will meet on Friday, November 9th, and review
“News of the World"” by Paulette Jiles.

The Circle of Grace will meet on November 11th at the home of Joy
Carden.

Good News

PRESBYTERIAN
| \WOMEN |

LOVE

“As members of a
family of faith, we
strive to love one
another
unconditionally,
sharing our joys
and standing
beside one
another in our

struggles”




Session Synopsis

At the October 28, 2018 Stated Meeting of the MVPC Session, the

following occurred:

e Heard a report from the Pastor Nominating Committee on their
progress in creating the Ministry Information Form which potential
candidates will access to find out about MVPC. The Session
collaborated with the PNC on clarifying the term “inclusive™ in the
MVPC Mission Statement.

o Approved a request from Presbyterian Women to celebrate the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at their Advent Worship Service on
December 11.

o Pat Davis, Quinton Fisher, and Clarice Elder will serve as ruling elder
commissioners to the November 10 meeting of the Presbytery of
Greater Atlanta.

e The Senior Adult luncheon on Saturday, October 27 was well attended.

e The Worship Ministry reported that the role of liturgist at 11 a.m.

“As members of a worship will be expanded to include members from the congregation at
large. Training will be provided for those who serve as liturgists.
e The Congregational Care Ministry informed the Session of on-going
strive to love one pastoral care concerns of the congregation.
another e The FinancefAdministration Ministry presented the financial
information for the month of September and year to date regarding
contributions. Additionally, the Session voted to include weekly
sharing our joys updates regarding member giving in the Thursday e-news.

family of faith, we

unconditionally,

and standing

beside one September YTD 2018 2018 Annual Budget % of Annual
Contributions to

another in our date by category

»n
struggles Pledge member giving  $36,084 $411,771  $568,836 72%
Non-Pledge member ¢35/ $43,390  $126,709 34%
giving
Loose Offering $438 $4,077 $7,000 58%

Total Contributions $40,033 $459,238 $702,545

e The Session approved a motion from the Finance/Administration
Ministry to not renew the contract of The Rev. Ricardo Green in the
position of Director for Spanish Speaking Ministries for the year
2019, For the 2018 year, this position was covered by a grant from
the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta. Those funds will be depleted by
the end of 2018 and additional grant monies are not available and
the MVPC budget cannot sustain support for this position.




Session Synopsis

o The Intergenerational Ministry reported the Pumpkin Palooza Painting
and Dinner event was a success with a good turnout across the age
spectrum.
e The Witness Ministry Team reported two people attended the recent
Membership Inquiry Class and were received into MVPC membership.
They hope to host another class before year's end.
o The Worship Task Force and the Young Adult Task Force are both
continuing their work.
o The Session accepted with regret, and with appreciation for their
respective ministries, the resignations from Session of Quinton Fisher
(Class of 2020) and Barbara Hughes (Class of 2019). The Church
Nominating Committee has already secured people to fill these LOVE
unexpired terms.
e Session members will be contacting current members who have not
been connected to our church during the past year to find out how we “As members of a
might be able to provide them support. family of faith, we
e Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving and How We have Seen God
at Work Among Us were shared by those elders serving as meeting
observers. another

strive to love one

unconditionally,
sharing our foys

and standing

beside one

. another in our
Senior Adult Luncheon

struggles”

We had a great turnout for the Senior Adult Luncheon in
Fellowship Hall the last weekend in October.

b

0




Pastor Nominating Committee Update

The Pastor Nominating Committee continues to meet regularly
and has compiled data from the Listening Sessions, the last
Congregational Survey — “Holy Cow”, and the Demographic
Report. With this information, we are currently working on our
Mission Information Form. The MIF is a very important document
which provides detailed insight into MVPC — ministries, vision and
goals; needs of our community; and defined Leadership
Competencies that will help provide the right fit for our church
and our next pastor. A successful MIF requires meaningful
reflection and significant time. Please continue to keep the
process of the PNC in your prayers.

“As members of a

family of faith, we
strive to love one
another

unconditionally,

sharing our joys Stewardship Commitment Sunday
and standing
beside one Sunday, November 11 is Stewardship Commitment Sunday. Please

bring your pledge cards with you to service on November 11, mail
them to the church by Friday, November 30 or email your
struggles” commitment to yvonne@mvpchurch.org. Extra Estimate of Giving
Cards will be available in the Narthex.

another in our

CELEBRATING THE PAST

and

EMBRACING THE FUTURE
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Communion Offering

The COMMUNION OFFERING for November is Thanksgiving
baskets distributed to Stirred Up Ministries to needy families in the
East Lake area of Atlanta. Most needed items include grocery store
gift cards (to buy hams and turkeys), canned vegetables (green
beans, peas, and corn), sweet potatoes, cranberry sauce, corn bread
mix, stuffing mix, canned fruit, cake mix, Jello, pie crust mix, and
canned pie filling. Please place your donations in the baskets in the
narthex on Sunday, November 4, or in the bin outside of the church
office any time before November 18. Thank you in advance for your
generosity!

La Fiesta in the Park

We are very thankful for everyone who attended our La Fiesta in
the Park event on September 30! We were happy to see such a

great turn out from our community and supporters! Qur event “Moved by the
could not have been possible without our sponsors, parents, Spirit, we serve
volunteers, and our Mount Vernon Presbyterian Family! our gracious God

. . by taking that
-Maritza Morelli y g

Executive Director, Los Ninos Primero with which we
have been blessed

and turning it
into blessings for

others”




~~ Familv Promise
/ /'( of North Fulton/DeKalb

We are looking forward to our families coming December 30 to
January 6! Please sign-up online here, https://www.signupgenius.com/
gof/10CoE4BAAA72FA02-december if you are able to help in any way.

This has been an exciting few months at Family Promise. The mission to
help families out of homelessness is working very well. All three of our
families who were with us for our July session have left. Andrea, the new
Director of the program has added several new board members and is
planning our first Fundraiser in the Spring. The day center HQ has a new
intern working with Andrea and a fabulous office volunteer from one of the
local high schools. We had a very well attended Poverty Simulation in early
Qctober for our coordinators and volunteers, an eye-opening morning
which left no one unmoved at the frustrations and tribulations involved
when a family is on the brink of homelessness, The quagmire of

“Moved by the bL'lreaucra'cy a'llone would drive anyone to despai'r. | know | came away filled
with admiration for the women who have been in our Program.

Spirit, we serve

our gracious God I'd like to share with you one mom'’s story. Sherri was with us in July
and was working hard as an uber driver while trying to find a job which
would be recognized by the state and allow her to have the documentation
with whichwe  nacessary to apply for help. Sherri has four boys; two teenagers, one
have been blessed €lementary school and one toddler. The youngest is on the autism
spectrum and will need some help as he goes through the school system.
The first miracle happened when Sherri secured and interviewed for a job at
into blessings for  the Marcus Center. Andrea was able to get a slot for Sherri at the clothing
others™ closet at Sandy Springs UMC where she was able to find a great work outfit
and coached Sherri on her interview skills. Miracle number two happened
when, after an almost six weeks wait Sherri got the job! | am sure you know
the Marcus center is a fabulous facility for people on the Autism spectrum.
Sherri was delighted of course and so thankful for health insurance and
other benefits for the boys. Miracle three happened just a couple of weeks
ago. Sherri and her family, moved into their own apartment at
Homestretch. You can follow Family Promise on Facebook here, https://
www.facebook.com/FamilyPromisenfd/ for updates.

by taking that

and turning it

| hope this will inspire you to be part of our volunteer force as three
new (to us) families come to Mount Vernon on December 30. 2018 to
January 6. 2019, The Sign-up Genius is live and | have sent out invitations
to all our past volunteers. Please do contact me if you would like to be on
the email list, moiralife@gmail.com.

We are truly blessed to be a blessing as we continue our support of
Family Promise of North Fulton Dekalb.

Moira



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4BAAA72FA02-december
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4BAAA72FA02-december
https://www.facebook.com/FamilyPromisenfd/
https://www.facebook.com/FamilyPromisenfd/

The Zambian College Scholarship Fund was established
because of the great desire to help deserving students who
graduate from high school in Zambia obtain a college
education.

If you would like to contribute, please make checks payable to
MVPC and write, “Zambia Scholarship Fund” in the memo.
For more information, contact Stan Williams at
aswilliams@bellsouth.net.

Thank you for continuing to support these students!

Careers

Currently 9 students
enrolled requiring
$10,000 annually to

- support these scholarships -

Grades 7 =12 Grades 8 -12

Careers

Grades1-7

This chart shows how we as a church support various schools
in Zambia by providing scholarships, tuition and even salaries
for teachers. We helped build classrooms and provide salaries
for teachers. We also provide tuition cost for students who
attend Garden Hill from Garden Presbyterian (Hannah
Hagenau's effort). We provide scholarships for students from
both Garden Hill and Helen DeVos Christian school to attend
college.

Zambia Ambassadors Trip

We are looking for 6 more volunteers to go on the annual
mission trip to Zambia. The trip is June 16-)uly 6, 2019. If
you are interested in getting involved, please contact Gill
Hutt at cargillhutt@gmail.com.

Page 13

2018 Session Members
and Ministry Teams

Adult

Mary McClurg
Pat Davis
Donna Martin

Intergenerational

Qutreach
Quinton Fisher
Gill Hutt

Children
Heidi Nelson
Hannah Hagenau

Finance/Administration
Charlie Gray

Youth
Brad Hahn

Congregational Care
Joy Carden

Witness
Mackenzie Truitt
Rita Sheffey

Stewardship
Wit Truitt

Strategic Planning
Barbara Hughes
Donna Neumann

Worship
Katherine Koops

Christy Hill

Clerk of Session
Malinda Holmes

Moderator
Rev. Susan Haynes
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Good News
Deadline

25 26 27 28 29 30

Good News
Published
November Birthdays
Colleen Murphy 1-Nov Cathy Austin 6-Nov Bruce Morine 20-Nov
Steve Whisenant 1-Nov Ken Mead 6-Nov Allison Duncan 24-Nov
i - H -N
Donna Martin 2-Oct Jenny Hammett 8-Nov Susan Haynes 24-Nov
Mia Neumann 3-Nov Phyllis Gustely 9-Nov Caroline Ballard 25-Nov
Rixey Jones 4-Nov Jeanne Hagenau 11-Nov Nathan Peji 26-Nov
Anne Baynham 5-Nov Kate Bissell 17-Nov llandi Badenhorst 29-Nov
Kyle Cumming 5-Nov Lindsay Southard 17-Nov Jessie McCormick 30-Nov
Mary McClurg 20-Nov
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November 2018

November 4 The Irrepressible Hope of the Gospel
SCRIPTURE: Revelation 21:1-6a

10:00 This Sunday Activities
Childcare: (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K)

Children: (Kirk Center, Grades |-5)
Youth: (Gailey Hall)
Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) — Sam McClurg
Bible Study on the passage of the day.
2. Quest (Session Room)

This new class is studying Max Lucado's book: Traveling Light: Releasing the
Burden's You Were Never Intended to Bear — Mike Gillespie

3. Estudios Biblicos en Espaiiol (Room TBA) — Ricardo Green
November || Enough Really Is Enough
SCRIPTURE: Mark 12:38-44 “As children of
10:00 This Sunday Activities God, we seek to
Childcare: (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K) praise God in
Children: (Kirk Center, Grades [-5) ) )
Youth: (Gailey Hall) worship and in all
Adult: |I. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) — Joy Carden that we say and

Bible Study on the passage of the day. "
2. Quest (Session Room) do

This new class is studying Max Lucado's book: Traveling Light: Releasing the
Burden's You Were Never Intended to Bear — Mike Gillespie

3. Estudios Biblicos en Espafiol (Room TBA) — Ricardo Green
November 18 Thanksgiving in the Kirk
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 100 Ephesians 4:1-7;11-16

10:00 This Sunday Activities
Childcare: (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K)

Children: (Kirk Center, Grades |-5)
Youth: (Gailey Hall)
Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) — Pat Davis
Bible Study on the passage of the day.
2, Quest (Session Room)

This new class is studying Max Lucado's book: Traveling Light: Releasing the
Burden's You Were Never Intended to Bear — Mike Gillespie
3. Estudios Biblicos en Espafiol (Room TBA) — Ricardo Green

November 25 Pilate before Jesus

SCRIPTURE: John 18:33-37
10:00 This Sunday Activities

Childcare: (Sanctuary Building, Room 120, Infants-K)

Children: (Kirk Center, Grades |-5)
Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) — David Hill
Bible Study on the passage of the day.
2, Quest (Session Room)

This new class is studying Max Lucado's book: Traveling Light: Releasing the
Burden's You Were Never Intended to Bear— Mike Gillespie
3. Estudios Biblicos en Espafiol (Room TBA) — Ricardo Green




471 Mt. Vernon Hwy, NE
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Return Service Requested

Got News? We'd love to hear from you! Send us your news so we can
celebrate, laugh, andfor cry with you. After all, we are FAMILY. Deadline
for news is the third Tuesday of each month for the next month’s ‘I’T‘I'd

newsletter. Send your submissions to lauren@mvpchurch.org.

News
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Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church Staff
Rev. Susan Haynes Interim Fastar susani@mvpchurch.org
T) Shirley Minister of Worship & Arts tis@mvpchurch.org
Elizabeth Small Director of Youth Ministry elizabethi@mvpchurch.org
Rev. Ricardo Green Pastor of Spanish Ministries ricardoi@ mvpchurch.org
Steve Ray Church Finance and Operations steve@mvpchurch.org
Mike Gillespie Director of Christian Education mike@mvpchurch.org
Jill Thompson Administrative Assistant jill@mvpchurch.org
Lauren McClintock Carmim. & Mem. Coordinator lauren@mvpchurch.org | 4
Yvonne White Financial Secretary yvonne@mvpchurch.org VVHY mIS.’éOOK ISN'I;..E\./EN AlSV SHARP AS A s
Won -Hee &n Organist wonhee.an@gmail.com ONE-EPGED SWORD ... HE MUST HAVE
FORGOTTEN TO SAY *AGURATIVELY SPEAKING"
www.mvpchurch.org

facebook.com/mountvernonpresbyterianchurch/
Instagram: mvp__church
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