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Happy Spring!  
 It feels so good to write that.  As I write this, my window is open and I can hear the 
birds singing, which  always makes me happy.  Soon I will hear the hoots of the owl that lives in 
my neighborhood and the sound of the cicadas. It is music to my ears! 

I want to share with you some of the things that have been happening the last couple of 
months as well as some plans as we move forward during this interim time.  As I shared with the 
Session at the retreat in January (the  weekend after my arrival the previous Tuesday), the interim 
time isn’t just about maintenance; it is about discerning and working together to put this church 
in the best position possible as we look forward to the next season of this church’s life. 

At the January Session retreat, the Session identified a significant number of actions it 
plans to pursue over the coming months.  Some of those follow along with the progress that has 
been made thus far. 

1) Redefine and document the purpose and role of each ministry of the Session and the 
volunteer/service  opportunities available through each ministry with the aim of 
fully involving the church family in MVPC’s ministries.   

Progress:  I have met with the elders of each Ministry Team and we have identified the 
functions of each  Ministry Team and tasks needed to fulfill those functions as well 
as discussed new ideas for the Session ministries.  This information will be used to 
develop a Time and Talent form and we will launch a Time and Talent Campaign 
this spring to give the church family the opportunity to share with the elders the 
ways in which you wish to serve and support the different ministries of MVPC. 

 

2) Study and make recommendations regarding MVPC’s current worship schedule. 
Progress:  The Session has appointed a Task Force that will report to the Session by its 

August meeting. 
 

3) Develop a systematic approach to welcoming and following up with visitors. 
Progress:  The Witness Ministry is working with our Membership Coordinator staff 

member, Lauren McClintock, and me to ensure all first-time visitors are greeted 
when they attend worship and contacted immediately following.  Also, a          
membership inquiry class is in the works for people who may be interested in    
becoming members of MVPC. 

 

4) Several actions involve Christian Education, including diversifying adult Sunday 
School offerings, identifying other Christian Education opportunities beyond     
Sunday School, and the creation of short-term (4-6 week) small groups.  In      
Christian Education, we also want to focus particularly on one of the top priorities 
identified in the Church Assessment Tool church-wide survey that was completed in 
January of 2017:  attracting families with young children. 

Progress:  At the March meeting of the Session, the Session voted to change the existing 
(and currently    unfilled) staff position of Director of Children’s Ministries to a 
comprehensive staff person for Christian Education.  We will now begin the process 
of creating that job description and searching for someone to fill that staff position 
(20-30 hours per week).  The Session and I are most grateful to Carrie Southard 
who has been volunteering in as the Director of Children’s Ministries while that 
staff position has been vacant. 

 

(Continued on page 6…) 
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We are looking for members to join our new online prayer group. We will send prayer 

requests by email and invite you to join us in prayer. Email Joy Carden at 

pjcarden@bellsouth.net if you are interested in joining. 
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“

 



“

(Susan’s letter continued… ) 
 
5)Appointment of a Young Adult Task Force to determine how we can better serve 

the young adults of MVPC. 
Progress:  Gill Hutt is leading the Young Adult Task Force and has recruited  

members and they had their first meeting on March 25. 
 

6) Revisit MVPC’s former Care Clusters program. 
Progress:  The Congregational Care Ministry and I are looking at the best ways to 

ensure the needs in both short-term and long-term care needs of the MVPC 
family are met.  Also, you will soon be invited to join the MVPC email   
PrayerVine and weekly Joys and Concerns of the MVPC Family will be      
published weekly in the bulletin and the Thursday e-news. 

 One more item I want to share with you and encourage you to attend is the Church 
Family Dinner on Sunday, April 8 at 5 p.m.  Besides having a time of family fellowship, 
we will also talk about this church’s history and find out where each of us lives and WE 
WILL HAVE FUN!  The meal will be provided so all you have to do is SHOW UP! We 
will have lasagna with gluten-free, dairy-free and vegan options.  
 I hope this gives you an idea of how important this season in the life of MVPC is 
and some of things that need to be accomplished during this time.  Also, I hope you will be 
praying to discern how you can be a part of this crucial time in the life of this church as 
well as how you will participate and serve as we move forward. 
 Please let the elders or me know if you have questions about any of the above    
information.   
 
Happy Spring! 

Susan 



“

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aacae2ea6f49-2018


 

 

Click%20here%20to%20download%20a%20pdf%20copy%20of%20the%202018%20Grant%20Application


Circle of Friends Fundraiser 
 

http://bit.ly/2018CircleofFriends


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Easter Services 

7 am & 11 am 

 

Handbell 7 pm 

2 
Church Office 

Closed 

English Classes 

7-8 pm 

3 
PW-CT 10 am 

4 
English Classes 

7-9 pm 

5 
 

Young Life 

7 pm 

6 
Coffee Ministry 

6:00 am 

7 
LNP: 

Dance 12 pm 

Soccer 12 pm 

Girl Scouts 9 am 

8   PW Circle 

12 pm 
Hispanic Life Skills Class 

1 pm 
Church Family  

Dinner 5 pm 

Handbell 7 pm 

9   Bible Study  

10 am 
Finance Admin 

6:30 pm 

English Classes  

7pm 

Rabbi & a Minister 

7-9pm 

10 
PW Retreat 

9-3 pm @ Lost 

Corner Pre-

serve 

11 
Men’s Bible Study 

 7:30 pm 
 

English Classes 

7 pm 
 

Choir 7:30 pm 

12 
 

Young Life 

7 pm 

13 
Coffee Ministry 

6:00 am 
 

PW Book Circle 

10 am 

14    LNP: 

School 8 am 
Parenting Class 8 am 

Dance 12 pm 

Soccer 12 pm 

Girl Scouts 9 am 

Circle of Friends 

6-10 pm 

15 
Session Meeting 

12pm 

Hispanic Life Skills 

Class 1 pm 

Youth Group 

5-7pm 

Handbell 7 pm 

16Bible Study  

10 am 
Magic Club 6 

pm 

English Classes  

7pm 

17  Worship 

Ministry Team 7 

pm 
 

Good News 

Deadline 

18  
Men’s Bible Study 

7:30 pm 

English Classes 

7 pm 

Choir 7:30 pm 

19 
Magic Club 

5-8 pm 
 

Young Life 

7 pm 

20 
Coffee Ministry 

6:00 am 

21 
 

22   Feed 

Hispanic 

Homeless 12 pm 
Hispanic Life Skills Class 

1 pm 
Youth: Top Golf 

Handbell 7 pm 

23 Bible Study 

10 am 
 

English Classes  

7pm 

24 

 
 

25  
 Bible     

Study 

7:30 pm 

English Classes 

7 pm 

Choir 7:30 pm 

26LNP Board 

Meeting 

6:30-8:30pm 

Young Life 

7 pm 

27 
Coffee Ministry 

6:00 am 

28 LNP School 

12-1 pm 

Spring Cantata 

Rehearsal  

9-12 pm 

29  Spring 

Cantata 11am 

Hispanic Life Skills Class 1 

pm 

Youth Group 

5-7pm 

Handbell 7 pm 

30 
Bible Study  

10 am 

     

David Earheart 2-April 

Jeanne Gilliland 2-April 

Melinda Carden 3-April 

Lucy Kilgore 3-April 

Mary Minotto 3-April 

Trent Ballard 4-April 

James McGuire 8-April 

TJ Shirley 8-April 

Dave Whitacre 8-April 

Marie Packer 9-April 

  

Wyatt Simcox 9-April 

Meg Smith 9-April 

Reyna Green 10-April 

Cherry Harris 10-April 

Claire Elizabeth 10-April 

Sharon Murphy 11-April 

Mary Smith 11-April 

Mary Frances 11-April 

Walt Walker               11-April 

Stan Williams                      12-April 

  

Herb Young 12-April 

Elizabeth Earheart 13-April 

Iva Corbin 15-April 

Linda Thomas 15-April 

Lily Skidmore 16-April 

Lisa McGuire 17-April 

Gene Elder 18-April 

Margaret Blackley 19-April 

Thomas Hughes 19-April 

Halle Hagenau 20-April 

  

Evelyn Ufere 21-April 

Brooke Bliss 23-April 

Clarice Elder 26-April 

Patricia Hibbard 29-April 

Claire Sheperd 29-April 

Sage Allen 30-April 

Nancy Nutter 30-April 

  

  

  

  

http://www.mvpchurch.org


April 2018 

April 1     Easter Sunday 

SCRIPTURE: John 20:1-8 
 

10:00 This Sunday Activities  

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building 120) 

Children: No Children’s Activities 

Youth: (Gailey Hall) 

Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) – No Class 

  Bible Study on the passage of the day. 

 2. Estudios Bíblicos en Español (Session Room) – Ricardo Green 

  

  

April 8          
SCRIPTURE: John 20:19-31         
 

10:00 This Sunday Activities  

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building 120) 

Children: (Sanctuary Building 104) 

Youth: (Gailey Hall) 

Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) – David Hill 

  Bible Study on the passage of the day. 

2.  Estudios Bíblicos en Español (Session Room) – Ricardo Green 

  

April 15         
SCRIPTURE: 1 John 3:1-7, Luke 24:36-48     

 

10:00 This Sunday Activities  

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building 120) 

Children: (Sanctuary Building 104) 

Youth: (Gailey Hall) 

Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) – Mike Gillespie 

  Bible Study on the passage of the day. 

2. Estudios Bíblicos en Español (Session Room) – Ricardo Green 

  
 

April 22                 

SCRIPTURE: 1 John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18        

    
10:00 This Sunday Activities  

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building 120) 

Children: (Sanctuary Building 104) 

Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) – Sam McClurg 

  Bible Study on the passage of the day. 

2. Estudios Bíblicos en Español (Session Room) – Ricardo Green 

 

April 29                 

SCRIPTURE: Acts 8:26-40          
10:00 This Sunday Activities  

Childcare:  (Sanctuary Building 120) 

Children: (Sanctuary Building 104) 

Adult: 1. Feasting on the Word (Chapel) – Joy Carden 

  Bible Study on the passage of the day. 

2. Estudios Bíblicos en Español (Session Room) – Ricardo Green 
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